CORPORATION  OF  GLASGOW 

Public  Health  Department 


EDUCATION  HEALTH  SERVICE 

REPORT 

OH  THE 

Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment 
of  School  Children 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  JULY,  1944 


Ordered  by  the  Committee  on  Health  to  be  printed 


CORPORATION  OF  GLASGOW 

Public  Health  Department 


EDUCATION  HEALTH  SERVICE 

REPORT 

ON  THE 

Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment 
of  School  Children 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  JULY,  1944 


Ordered  by  the  Committee  on  Health  to  be  printed 


CORPORATION  OF  GLASGOW— PRINTING  AND  STATIONERY  DEPARTMENT 


W608 


CONTENTS. 


General  Introducton  

1 . List  of  Staff  

2.  General  Statistics  

3.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools  

4.  Organisation  and  Administration — 

Inspection;  Treatment 

Dental  Inspection,  etc.  ; School  “Nursing,  " Following  up”  ... 
Co-ordination  and  Co-operation  with  other  Agencies 
Attendance  of  Parents  at  Inspection 

5.  The  Findings  of  Medical  Inspection — General  Review 

6.  Medical  Treatment — General  Review;  Scabies  ...  

Cuts,  Bruises,  Sprains,  etc.;  Diseases  of  the  Ear 
Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Skin 
Other  Diseases 

Artificial  Light  Treatment;  Defective  Vision... 

Operations — Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Orthopaedic  Treatment 

7.  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment ...  

8.  Special  Schools  and  Classes  ...  ...  

9.  Physical  Education  and  Personal  Hygiene  ...  

10.  Feeding  and  Clothing  of  Children  


STATISTICAL  AND  OTHER  APPENDICES. 

Table  I — Total  numbers  of  children  examined  ...  ...  

Appendix  la— Notifications  to  parents  ...  ...  ...  

Appendix  lb — -Age  distribution  of  children 

Table  II — Numbers  and  percentages  of  children  suffering  from  defects 

Appendix  Ila — Additional  information 

Appendix  lib — Average  measurements  of  children 

Table  III — Classification  of  children  according  to  remediability 

Appendix  Ilia — Inspection  of  special  cases 

Appendix  Illb — Other  special  inspections 

Appendix  IIIc — Inspections  of  pupils  leaving  City 

Table  IV — Exceptional  children  

Table  V — Dental  propaganda,  inspection  and  treatment  

Appendix  VI — Summary  of  inspection  and  treatment  statistics 
Appexdix  VII — Milk  Supply  to  school  children 
Appendix  VIII — Cleanliness  supervision  at  selected  schools  ... 
Appendix  IX — Nursery  Schools  and  War-time  Nurseries 

Appendix  X — Housing  conditions  of  children  and  Analysisof  (1)  Measure- 
ments and  (2)  Medical  Classification  in  relation  thereto 


Page 

3 

12 

13 

13 


13 

14 

14 

15 

16 
20 
22 
23 

25 

26 

27 

28 

30 

31 

32 

33 


34 


36 

37 

38 
44 
46 

49 

50 

50 

51 


53 

53 

54 

54 

55 


56 


57 


GENERAL  INTRODUCTION. 


This  REPORT  is  the  35th  since  the  institution  of  medical  inspection  in  Glasgow 
in  1909,  the  14th  since  the  transfer  to  the  Public  Health  Department  in  1930, 
and  the  5th  rather  than  the  6th  of  the  new  series  begun  in  1939  ; the  new  form 
of  Report  instituted  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  in  that  year 
could  not  be  followed  in  1940. 

No  outstanding  change  in  the  physical  condition  of  the  school 
children  falls  to  be  recorded.  It  may  be  noted,  however,  that  (a)  some 
improvement  occurred  in  the  standard  of  personal  cleanliness,  (b)  the 
main  records  of  average  weight  were  the  best  (or  all  but  the  best) 
since  1920,  ( c ) average  heights  remained  above  pre-war  levels,  ( d ) the 
condition  of  the  children’s  teeth  was  better  than  in  any  previous  year, 
but  ( e ) clothing  and,  more  particularly,  footgear  were  not  so  good  as 
formerly.  The  high  incidence  of  scabies  referred  to  in  the  last  Report 
had  been  countered  by  energetic  measures,  the  number  of  cases  found 
at  routine  inspection  being  halved. 

The  main  environmental  influences  operating  during  the  period 
covered  by  the  Report  may  be  summed  up  as — more  stable  conditions 
in  the  schools  and  the  influence  of  national  schemes  of  diet,  but  on  the 
other  hand  there  were  parental  difficulties  connected  with  housing, 
clothing,  footgear,  etc.,  and  those  arising  from  war  service  and  war 
work. 

Medical  staff  and  clinic  facilities  were  adequate  in  most  respects. 
Modern  X-ray  apparatus  for  treatment  of  ringworm  should  soon 
be  available.  Only  in  respect  of  residential  centres  for  debilitated  or 
physically  defective  children  and  of  accommodation  for  dental  work 
were  there  appreciable  difficulties  ; in  the  case  of  the  former,  improve- 
ments are  in  prospect  and  some  increase  of  dental  accommodation 
will  soon  be  available. 

The  scheme  of  inspection  and  treatment  was  unchanged  except 
that  the  special  emergency  inspection  of  potential  evacuees  was  aban- 
doned in  the  course  of  the  year  ; cleanliness  inspections  again  increased 
by  16  per  cent.  Special  inspections  of  pupils  proposed  for  holiday 
camps  were  resumed  after  a lapse  of  four  summers,  and  there  was 
considerable  increase  in  examinations  of  pupils  volunteering  for  harvest- 
ing and  other  work  in  the  country  during  school  vacations.  The 
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special  Cleanliness  and  Hygiene  scheme  under  the  control  of  the  Senior 
Women  Assistants  was  extended,  twenty  schools  having  the  scheme 
in  operation  by  September,  1944.  Additional  Nursery  Classes  and 
War-time  Nurseries  were  opened. 

Medical  Inspection. — Systematic  (Routine)  Inspections  were  more 
numerous  than  in  1943  but  less  so  than  in  five  of  the  last  ten  years. 
The  various  figures  relating  to  the  incidence  of  particular  defects,  if 
taken  at  their  face  value,  would  present  a confusing  picture  of  the 
children’s  physical  condition.  Differing  standards  of  a changing  medical 
staff  in  such  matters  as  “ slightly  defective  nutrition  ” and  minor 
ailments  affected  the  results.  The  special  efforts  to  control  scabies 
led  to  increased  discovery  of  allied  or  other  skin  conditions.  The 
Service  is  also  supervising  larger  numbers  of  child  contacts  with  cases 
of  tuberculosis  referred  for  examination.  In  addition,  high  standards 
are  adopted  in  assessing  the  presence  of  nits  and  vermin  of  the  head. 

Special  attention  to  the  results  obtained  by  the  medical  officers 
of  most  experience,  and  comparisons  between  detailed  and  general 
figures  for  inspection  and  treatment,  are  necessary  as  a corrective. 

When  due  weight  is  given  to  these  matters,  it  is  clear  that  only 
in  respect  of  footgear  (and  possibly  clothing)  and  the  provision  of 
spectacles  can  it  be  said  that  there  has  been  any  retrograde  movement 
— and  these  are  matters  of  supply  rather  than  of  health.  As  regards 
the  results  of  medical  inspection  there  is  evidence  of  improvement  in 
such  conditions  as  cleanliness,  skin  disease  (including  scabies  but  not 
ringworm),  nutrition,  the  condition  of  the  teeth  and  in  external  eye 
conditions. 

The  improvement  in  the  children’s  teeth  has  been  remarkable  ; 
for  example,  only  14  per  cent,  of  the  five-year-old  children  had  sound 
teeth  in  1930,  from  1934  to  1937  the  percentage  was  usually  about 
16  per  cent.,  and  from  1938  to  1944  the  percentage  of  infants  with 
sound  teeth  moved  rapidly  and  consistently  from  about  IS  per  cent, 
to  48-9  per  cent,  for  girls  and  47T  per  cent,  for  boys. 

The  records  of  the  average  measurements  of  the  children  were 
also  satisfactory,  three  of  the  six  main  weight  averages  being  higher 
than  any  corresponding  figures  since  1920  and  three  being  second  to 
the  corresponding  averages  for  1943  only.  The  six  main  height  averages, 
however,  were  all  lower  than  at  least  one  of  the  corresponding  averages 
for  the  war  years,  but  not  lower  than  the  best  pre-war  figures. 
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The  latest  averages  for  the  five-  and  for  the  thirteen-year-old 
pupils  stand  in  the  following  relationship  to  the  corresponding 
average  measurements  for  1930  and  for  the  pre-war  quinquennium 
(1935-39)  : — 


Children  of  Five  Years  of  age^ — 

1944  compared  1944  compared 

with  1930.  with  1935-39. 

Boys  : 

Girls : 


Increase  0-93  ins.,  1-98  lbs.  0-32  ins.,  1-08  lbs. 

Increase  0-77  ins.,  1-78  lbs.  0-22  ins.,  0-81  lbs. 


Children  of  thirteen  years 
1944  compared 
with  1930. 


Boys : Increase 

Girls : Increase 


1-67  ins.,  6'82  lbs. 
1-62  ins.,  7-66  lbs. 


of  age — 

1944  compared 
with  1935-39. 
0-8fi  ins.,  3-74  lbs 
0-66  ins.,  2-76  lbs. 


Further  notes  relating  to  the  average  measurements  of  the  children 
appear  later  in  this  introduction. 


The  above  figures  as  to  the  improved  physical  condition  of  the 
children  are  paralleled  by  such  general  figures  as  those  relating  to  the  in- 
cidence of  defects  notifiable  to  parents  and  also  those  relating  to  scholars 
requiring  re-inspection  by  the  school  medical  officers.  In  addition 
the  important  table  classifying  the  pupils  according  to  the  remediability 
of  the  major  defect  discovered  (if  any)  shows  an  improvement  in  the 
percentage  of  children  found  to  be  “ free  from  defects  ” (clothing, 
cleanliness  and  minor  dental  defects  are  omitted  from  this  classifica- 
tion). On  the  other  hand,  although  the  table  shows  an  increase  in 
the  percentage  of  children  suffering  from  the  less  curable  defects, 
allowance  has  to  be  made  for  the  varying  individual  standards  of  the 
less  experienced  temporary  officers. 

Comparison  of  average  measurements  from  1935  to  1944. — As  the 
average  measurements  of  the  children  are  generally  relied  upon  as  a 
good  objective  test  of  the  well-being  of  the  children  in  the  mass,  the 
Report  includes  (page  7)  graphs  of  the  movement  of  these  averages, 
from  1935  (in  March  of  which  year  milk  for  school  children  was  intro- 
duced) to  1944.  For  reasons  connected  with  the  completeness  of  the 
inspection  of  the  various  age-groups,  slight  movements  of  the  measure- 
ments from  year  to  year  are  of  less  importance  than  is  their  general 
trend  over  a series  of  years,  and  most  significance  should  be  attached 
to  the  movements  of  the  averages  for  the  five-year-old  children  and 
least  to  those  relating  to  the  nine-year-old  group. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  while  most  of  the  graphs  portray  higher  average 
measurements  in  the  war  years  than  in  the  pre-war  years  (a)  the 
children  of  five  years  of  age  lost  height  between  1941  and  1944  but 
maintained  or  increased  their  weight,  ( b ) the  average  measurements 
of  the  nine-year-old  children  were  more  erratic  (for  the  reasons  named 
above)  but  that  (c)  the  thirteen-year-old  children,  on  the  whole,  im- 
proved in  height  and  definitely  improved  in  weight  during  the  war 
years. 

The  graphs  show  separately  the  average  measurements  of  the 
children  inspected  in  the  “ non-transferred  ” schools  and  in  the  “ trans- 
ferred ” schools  as  well  as  a combined  graph  for  “ All  ” children. 

The  separate  graphs  are  similar  in  outline,  showing  that  improve- 
ment in  average  measurements  occurs  in  both  sections.  What  is  not 
immediately  evident  is  that  in  most  cases  the  separate  graphs  for  each- 
section  draw  together  in  the  later  years,  indicating  a greater  relative 
increase  in  the  measurements  of  the  " transferred  ” children.  A 
calculation  comparing  the  average  measurements  in  the  last  pre-war 
quinquennium  (1935-39)  with  those  for  the  four  war  years  (1941-44) 
confirms  the  above  statement,  although  the  increase  of  the  heights 
of  the  children  of  five  years  of  age  is  almost  equal  in  each  separate 
group.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  “ transferred  " groups  all  start 
from  a lower  level  of  pre-war  measurements  than  do  the  “ non- 
transferred  ” ; their  proportionate  increases  at  all  ages  are,  therefore, 
greater  than  are  those  for  the  “ non-transferred  ” children.  The 
proportionate  gains  for  the  thirteen-year-old  pupils  ( i.e .,  the  1940-44 
average  gains  over  the  1935-39  averages)  were  as  follows  : — “ Non- 
transferred  ” pupils — Boys,  1-3  per  cent,  in  height  and  3-3  per  cent, 
in  weight ; Girls,  0-9  per  cent,  in  height  and  2-4  per  cent,  in  weight  : 
“ Transferred  ” pupils — Boys,  T7  per  cent,  in  height  and  4-4  per  cent, 
in  weight  ; Girls,  T4  per  cent,  in  height  and  3-2  per  cent,  in  weight. 
This  result  might  have  been  expected  in  view  of  increased  employment 
during  war-time  and  of  the  effect  of  national  schemes  of  rationing, 
school  milk,  meals,  etc. 

These  separate  graphs  of  the  measurements  of  “ non-transferred  ” 
and  “ transferred  ” pupils  may  also  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the 
housing  information  given  on  pages  57  to  68,  i.e.,  the  housing  conditions 
and  average  measurements  of  the  children  are  again  shown  to  have  a 
significant  relationship. 


AVERAGE  MEASUREMENTS  OF  GLASGOW  SCHOOL 
CHILDREN  INSPECTED  AT  5 • 9 t 13  YEARS  OF  AGE  • 
•935 • 1944  AS  GIVEN  IN  EDUCATION  HEALTH  SERVICE 
REPORTS  • ADJUSTED  WHERE  NECESSARY  TO  UNIFORM 
AGES  SHOWN  ON  GRAPHS 


1940  NO  RECORDS  AVAILABLE 
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Cleanliness. — The  cleanliness  of  the  children,  particularly  their 
heads,  has  always  been  a matter  of  considerable  concern.  It  should 
be  explained  that  some  years  ago  the  inspection  staff  were  instructed 
to  include  the  slightest  degree  of  infection  of  the  head  in  the  returns 
made.  As  regards  the  degree  of  vermin  infection  generally,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  major  infection  had  markedly  diminished  throughout 
the  schools,  although  minor  infection  is  still  much  too  prevalent. 

The  persistent  difficulty  of  cleansing  girls’  heads  is  shown  by  the 
results  of  the  Special  Hygiene  Scheme  under  the  care  of  the  Senior 
Women  Assistants  in  a limited  number  of  schools.  There  the  percentage 
of  children  “ clean  and  well  cared  for  in  every  respect  ” attained  by 
the  end  of  the  school  session  was  90  per  cent,  for  boys  but  only  70  per. 
cent,  for  girls. 

This  state  of  affairs  is  more  a family  than  a school  matter,  a 
point  which  is  stressed  in  the  instructions  issued  to  parents  ; these 
recommend  the  use  of  “ 50  per  cent.  Lethane  ” for  all  members  of 
the  family.  Treatment  in  school  of  such  numbers  as  the  above  figures 
indicate  can  hardly  be  contemplated.  The  high  incidence  of  this  defect 
constitutes  a social  problem,  in  the  solution  of  which  health  instruc- 
tion, general  education  and  improved  housing  must  all  play  a part. 
Meantime  the  situation,  although  better  than  it  was,  gives  little  ground 
for  satisfaction  to  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  deal  with  the  mass  of 
school  children. 

Medical  Treatment. — The  figures  of  attendance  of  children  at  clinics 
for  treatment  (75,685  primary  attendances  and  389,131  total  attend- 
ances), while  lower  than  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  preceding  year, 
were  otherwise  the  highest  figures  for  the  war  years,  but  were  much 
below  the  average  for  the  seven  years  immediately  prior  to  the  war. 
The  main  cause  of  the  recent  reduction  was  the  lower  incidence  of 
scabies.  Otherwise  increased  attendances  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  figures  for  the  preceding  year  were  usual  and  were  mainly 
the  result  of  increased  use  of  the  clinics,  and,  apart  from  the  matter 
of  scabies,  cannot  be  taken  as  indicating  any  significant  change  in  the 
health  of  the  children. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. — Detailed  statistics  have  been 
omitted  from  this  Report,  but  the  notes  on  pages  4 and  53  show  the 
marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  teeth  of  the  children,  the 
increased  acceptance  of  school  clinic  treatment,  and  the  increase  in 
conservative  work  done  (rati.cr  than  emergency  work  such  as 
extractions).  There  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  accommodation 
available  for  dental  work,  but  further  accommodation  is  still  desirable. 
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Housing  and  Health. — A special  section  of  the  Report  (pages  57 
to  68)  deals  with  the  housing  (numbers  of  apartments  and  of  inmates) 
of  the  children  seen  at  routine  medical  inspection  and  sets  out  the 
average  measurements  and  the  medical  classification  of  those  in  the 
six  main  age-sex  groups  and  of  selected  sub-groups  arranged  according 
to  their  housing,  comparative  figures  for  the  previous  years  being  given 
when  available.  The  tables  show  that  (a)  correlation  between  housing, 
average  measurements  and  medical  classification  of  the  children  was 
remarkably  consistent,  that  over  a fairly  long  term  of  years  (6)  housing 
conditions  improved  except  at  the  bottom  of  the  housing  scale  (i.e. 
in  the  single-apartment  houses),  and  (c)  while  the  average  measurements 
of  the  children  from  each  size  of  house  had  increased,  the  increase 
had  been  greater  in  the  children  from  the  smaller  houses.  With  reference 
to  (c),  comparison  between  the  figures  for  1906  and  those  for  1944 
given  on  page  61  will  show  that  there  is  no  exception  to  the  rule  that 
the  average  measurements  of  the  children  from  the  single-apartment 
houses  increased  more  than  did  those  of  the  children  from  the  larger 
houses.  The  following  table  compares  the  increased  average  measure- 
ments of  the  children  from  single-apartment  houses  with  the  corres- 
ponding figures  for  all  children  : — 

Increase  in  Average  Measurements  of  Children  between 

1906  and  1944. 

Children  from  Children  from 

one-apartment  all  types  of 

houses.  Houses. 


Height. 

Weight. 

Height. 

Weight. 

ins. 

lbs. 

ins. 

lbs. 

f 5 years  of  age 

2-3 

3-3 

1-7 

2-5 

Boys*;  9 ' 

3-5 

7-9 

30 

7-3 

1 13 

4-4 

171 

4-0 

15-1 

f 5 years  of  age 

21 

2-3 

1-5 

1-8 

Girls  < 9 

3-5 

7-8 

’ 31 

6-9 

l»3 

4-6 

18-4 

3-7 

17-3 

I would  acknowledge  the  continuance  of  most  helpful  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  the  officials  of  the  Education  Committee,  the  teaching 
staffs  of  the  schools  and  the  staff  of  the  school  attendance  organisation, 
as  well  as  the  loyal  assistance  of  the  staff  of  the  School  Medical 
Service  and  the  willing  help  of  other  services  of  the  Health  Department. 
In  particular  I would  mention  that  muclf'of  the  credit  for  the  reduction 
in  cases  of  scabies  among  the  school  children  has  been  due  to  the 
helpful  reports  received  from  the  schools  and  the  attendance  officers. 
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I would  also  acknowledge  the  convenience  it  has  been  to  refer 
children  with  verminous  conditions  to  the  First  Aid  Posts  (now  reduced 
in  number),  many  of  which  gave  great  help  in  the  cleanliness  campaign. 
Mention  should  also  be  made  of  the  helpful  work  during  the  past 
2£  years  of  Messrs.  Lever  Brothers’  Mobile  Spray  Bath  Unit  which 
has  now  been  sent  to  the  Continent  for  work  in  liberated  areas. 

I would  again  acknowledge  the  help  of  Mr.  William  Robertson, 
Chief  Clerk,  in  the  preparation  of  the  Report  for  publication.  All 
the  usual  tables  have  been  prepared  ; some  are  restored  after  a year’s 
omission  ; others  are  dropped  for  the  current  year  at  least. 

J.  MILLER  YOUNG, 

M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.F.P.  & S„  D.P.H., 
Senior  Medical  Officer. 


Education  Health  Service, 
155  Bath  Street, 
Glasgow,  C.2. 


21th  March,  1945. 


_ 

. 


' 

. 
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l.—LIST  OF  STAFF. 

(a)  Whole-Time  Staff. 

1 Senior  Medical  Officer  ; 2 Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officers  (1 
for  Child  Guidance  work)  ; 18  School  Medical  Officers 

(including  3 on  war  service)  (*)  ; 11  School  Dental  Officers 
(including  one  on  war  service)  ; 1 Supervisor  of  Nurses  ; 74 
Nurses  (including  3 on  war  service),  6 temporary  nurses  at 
scabies  baths  centres  and  5 employed  as  cleanliness  inspec- 
tresses) (2)  ; 53  clerks  (including  4 on  war  service  and  8 
employed  at  dental  clinics  as  clerkess-attendants). 

Changes  in  Staff — 

(1)  Dr.  Arthur  Anderson  returned  from  A.R.P.  work,  Dr.  Ellen  M‘ Nellis  (nee 

Cush)  became  a temporary  officer  on  marriage,  and,  later,  resigned, 
and  one  temporary  officer  with  part-time  hospital  duties  was  appointed. 

(2)  In  the  course  of  the  session  6 nurses  resigned,  one  died  and  6 nurses 

(including  one  temporary  nurse)  were  appointed. 

(■ b ) Part-Time  Staff. 

5 Aurists  (1  on  war  service)  (3)  ; 1 Dermatologist  ; 1 Oculist  ; 
2 Dentists  ; 1 Local  Medical  Officer  (for  emergency  duties  at 
Residential  School)  ; 1 Medical  Officer  and  1 Dentist  (for 
Approved  School  duties). 

Changes  in  Part-Time  Staff — 

(3)  One  of  the  aurists  who  held  joint  hospital  and  school  clinic  appointments 

resigned  and  2 dentists  were  appointed. 


Of  the  total  of  8,391  periods  (half-days)  worked  by  the  full-time 
medical  officers,  8,018  were  devoted  to  the  normal  work  of  medical 
inspection  and  treatment  and  373  periods  were  devoted  to  other  work 
as  follows: — diphtheria  immunisation,  119;  evacuation  (inspection 
and  visits),  20 ; relief  duties  in  other  sections  of  the  Health 
Department,  234. 

Of  the  total  of  4,914  working  periods,  the  full-time  dental  officers 
devoted  4,772  periods  to  the  normal  work  of  dental  inspection  and 
treatment  and  142  periods  to  other  work  as  follows  : — inspection  and 
treatment  at  evacuation  centres,  16  ; relief  duties  in  other  sections  of 
the  Health  Department,  126.  Assistance  was  provided  from  another 
section  of  the  Health  Department  in  the  dental  treatment  of  children 
at  an  evacuation  centre. 
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2.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  schools  at  31st  July,  1944,  not  all  in  full  use  for 
educational  purposes,  was  265,  compared  with  261  at  the  corresponding 
date  in  1943.  These  schools  were  classified  as  follows  : — Primary,  139  ; 
Primary  with  Advanced  Division,  31  ; Junior  Secondary,  16  ; Secondary, 
28  ; Special  Schools  for  Physical  Defectives,  12,  for  Mental  Defectives, 
4,  and  for  Physical  and  Mental  Defectives,  8 ; Approved  Schools,  1 ; 
Holidays  Schools,  2 ; Nursery  Schools,  24  ; total  number  of  schools,  265. 
Further  information  regarding  numbers  of  special  classes,  some  of  them 
accommodated  in  ordinary  schools,  is  given  on  page  31.  One  school 
not  under  the  management  of  the  Corporation  was  in  receipt  of  grant 
from  the  Education  Authority  and  under  medical  inspection. 

The  total  roll  of  the  schools  at  27th  October,  1943  ( excluding 
evacuees  but  including  pupils  in  special  schools  and  classes)  was  159,21 1. 

From  December  to  June  the  average  attendance,  which  in  March 
reached  873  per  cent.,  was  consistently  higher  than  in  the  corresponding 
months  of  the  preceding  session. 

3.— SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

See  Report  for  1939,  page  10,  as  to  normal  arrangements.  Visits 
to  schools  by  school  medical  officers  for  purposes  of  sanitary  survey 
were  resumed  on  a small  scale  in  September,  1943. 

4.— ORGANISATION  AND  ADMINISTRATION. 

(a)  System  and  Extent  of  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

Inspection. 

See  Report  for  1943,  page  11,  and  (for  normal  arrangements) 
Report  for  1939,  page  12. 

For  the  purpose  of  systematic  (routine)  inspection,  the  substitution 
of  children  bom  in  1930,  1934,  and  1927  for  those  born  a year  earlier 
was  the  only  alteration  in  the  scheme.  (“  Entrants  ” are  always  the 
first  group  to  be  examined.)  Brief  notes  on  the  “ findings  ” of  medical 
inspection  are  given  on  page  16  ; the  relative  statistical  tables  will 
be  found  on  pages  34  to  52. 

Treatment. 

For  list  of  clinics  as  at  December,  1943,  see  Report  for  1943,  page  12. 
The  only  change  which  occurred  up  until  December,  1944,  was  the 


14 


closing  of  Pollokshields  Baths  for  Scabies  treatment  on  14th  October, 
1944.  No  families  required  to  be  treated  for  scabies  at  Moffat  Street 
Reception  House  during  the  year. 


(, b ) System  and  Extent  of  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

See  Reports  for  1939,  page  15,  and  for  1942,  page  9. 

Brief  information  as  to  the  work  done  during  the  year  is  given 
on  page  53. 

(c)  School  Nursing  and  Arrangements  for  Following  Up. 

See  Report  for  1939,  page  15. 

The  “ nursing  ” staff  including  Supervisor,  temporary  nurses 
(including  those  at  scabies  bath  centres  and  cleanliness  inspectresses) 
and  dental  clerkesses  devoted  39,869  working  periods  (half  day)  to  the 
work  of  medical  inspection  and  treatment  of  school  children  (including 
visiting)  and  674  periods  to  evacuation,  immunisation  and  other  work 
— total  periods  40,543.  Home  and  other  visits  numbered  5,560  and 
many  visits  in  connection  with  cases  of  scabies  were  made  by  a separate 
staff  associated  with  the  sanitary  divisional  organisations. 

( d ) Co-ordination  with  the  Public  Health  Service  and  with 

other  Departments  of  the  Authority  which  render 
Services  to  Children. 

See  Report  for  1939,  page  16. 

The  arrangement  for  keeping  under  observation  at  the  school 
clinics  healthy  contacts  with  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (Report 
for  1943,  page  14)  was  carried  out  with  success  in  most  cases. 


( e )  Co-operation  with  Voluntary  Bodies  and  other  Outside 
Agencies. 

See  Report  for  1939,  page  18. 

Throughout  the  session  with  but  few  interruptions  for  holidays, 
very  bad  weather,  etc.,  the  Lifebuoy  Emergency  Bath  Unit  provided 
by  Messrs.  Lever  Brothers  (see  Report  for  1942,  page  11)  maintained 
a time-table  of  five  schools  per  week,  providing  weekly  spray  baths 
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for  nearly  180  pupils  at  each  school.  38,190  baths  in  all  were  given 
on  214  working  days.  On  occasion  nearly  300  spray  baths  were 
provided  in  a day. 


(/)  Co-operation  with  Teachers  and  Parents,  with  Special 
Reference  to  the  Attendance  of  Parents  at  Inspection. 

See  Report  for  1939,  page  18. 

The  willing  co-operation  of  the  teaching  staff  was  continued 
throughout  the  session  under  review.  The  continued  success  of  the 
experimental  cleanliness  and  hygiene  scheme  now  extended  to  20  schools 
is  referred  to  on  page  55. 

Parents  less  frequently  attended  the  systematic  medical  inspection 
of  their  children  than  in  1939,  but  the  attendance  of  the  parent  with 
92-5  per  cent,  of  the  infants  examined  (as  compared  with  90-5  per  cent, 
in  1943  and  96-3  per  cent,  in  1939),  and  a total  percentage  of  62-9  per 
cent.  (63-3  in  1943  and  71-7  in  1939)  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  in 
present  circumstances. 
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5.— THE  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

(A)  General  Review. 

(The  relative  statistics  will  be  found  on  pages  34  to  52.) 

47,293  children  were  examined  in  the  course  of  systematic  inspection 
in  ordinary  schools  ; this  was  a larger  number  than  in  1943  or  1939. 
In  addition,  899  special  school  children  were  inspected.  The  numbers 
of  “ other  ” examinations  (pages  50  to  52)  reflect  mainly  (1)  the  return 
to  more  normal  conditions  in  the  schools  and  consequent  diminution 
of  special  examinations  connected  with  evacuation,  (2)  the  increase 
in  cleanliness  inspections  and  in  inspections  of  pupils  volunteering  for 
berry-picking,  potato  and  grain  harvest,  etc.,  together  with  the 
resumption  of  inspections  for  purely  holiday  camps  (re-introduced  for 
the  children  attending  Junior  Clubs).  Details  as  to  the  prevalence  of 
specified  defects  are  given  on  pages  38  to  43  with  additional 
information  on  two  succeeding  pages.  These  details  have  been  affected 
by  discussions  with  and  instructions  given  to  the  Medical  Officers  in 
the  course  of  the  previous  session,  relating  to  classification  of  certain 
defects.  When  due  allowance  is  made  for  these  considerations,  it  is 
felt  that  the  statistics  constitute,  on  the  whole,  evidence  of  continuing 
improvement  in  the  physical  condition  of  the  school  children  in 
fundamental  health  matters,  although  defects  of  clothing,  footgear  and 
practical  classroom  vision  (i.e.,  failure  to  obtain  spectacles)  increased 
in  frequency.  The  following  notes  deal  more  fully  with  the  various 
figures  on  which  the  above  generalisation  is  based. 


There  were  further  signs  of  deterioration  of  the  children’s  clothing 
(page  38),  dirty  clothing  reaching  a higher  percentage  (0-2)  than  in 
any  year  from  1939  onward.  Unsatisfactory  footgear,  too,  was  more 
frequent — 0-9  per  cent,  as  compared  with  0-3  per  cent,  in  1943  and 
0T  per  cent,  in  1941.  On  the  other  hand,  uncleanliness  of  head  and 
body  (11-8  per  cent.)  was  again  less  frequent  than  in  the  preceding 
year  (12-3  per  cent.),  but  much  more  frequent  than  in  1939  (5-2  per 
cent.). 

Similar  remarks  to  those  regarding  uncleanliness  apply  to  the 
section  dealing  with  defects  of  skin  (page  39),  which  stood  in  1944  at 
4-3  per  cent.  (5-4  per  cent,  in  1943  and  3-2  per  cent,  in  1939),  scabies 
being  mainly  responsible  for  the  varying  incidence. 

Nutritional  defects  (8-3  per  cent.)  were  recorded  more  frequently 
than  in  1943  (8-0  per  cent.),  but  less  frequently  than  in  1939  (11T  per 
cent.).  The  details  on  page  39  would  indicate  that  slightly  defective 
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nutrition  increased  among  the  infants  of  both  sexes  and  the  older 
girls  but  not  among  the  older  boys — a finding  which  is  probably 
doubtful  in  itself  and  which  can  moreover  be  traced  to  the  influence 
of  an  unusually  severe  standard  adopted  by  two  temporary  officers 
who  dealt  with  large  numbers  of  infants  and  older  girls.  (The  records 
of  the  average  measurements  of  the  children  (page  46)  do  not  indicate 
any  general  loss  in  weight.) 

The  dental  condition  of  the  school  children  continues  to  improve. 
So  low  a percentage  of  “ unhealthy  mouths  ” (4-7  per  cent.)  has  not 
been  recorded  since  this  heading  was  introduced  in  1939  (page  39)  ; 
the  percentage  of  sound  teeth  (48-8  per  cent.)  (page  45)  is  the  highest 
recorded  in  the  course  of  systematic  inspection  since  1920 ; the 
percentage  of  sound  teeth  found  by  the  dentists  in  the  course  of  their 
inspections  in  a limited  number  of  selected  schools  was  also  unusually 
high  (2T9  per  cent.)  (page  53). 

The  sections  relating  to  naso-pharyngeal  defects  and  external  eye 
disease  (page  40)  are  apparently  satisfactory.  Under  the  first  named 
group  of  defects,  only  cases  " for  observation  ” show  increased 
incidence  over  the  corresponding  figures  for  1939.  The  details  of  the 
incidence  of  external  eye  diseases  (4-4  per  cent,  in  all)  are  in  nearly 
every  case  lower  than  or  equal  to  the  corresponding  figures  for  1943 
and  1939. 

The  percentage  of  children  with  fair  or  bad  visual  acuity  (with 
spectacles  if  worn)  (17-8  per  cent.)  (page  41)  had  apparently  increased 
since  the  previous  year  (16-0  per  cent.)  and  since  1939  (17-5  per  cent.). 
In  the  last  Report  doubt  was  expressed  as  to  the  improvement 
in  this  respect  which  the  statistics  for  1943  appeared  to  indicate. 
Other  particulars  (see  page  27),  as  well  as  the  day-to-day  administrative 
difficulty  of  persuading  parents,  possibly  harassed  with  war-time  work 
and  other  difficulties,  to  obtain  the  spectacles  prescribed  for  their 
children,  appear  to  confirm  the  deterioration. 

The  information  relating  to  diseases  of  the  ear  and  defective 
hearing  (page  41)  does  not  call  for  comment. 

Under  “ Speech  ” and  “ Mental  and  nervous  condition  ” (page 
42),  the  only  noteworthy  point  is  the  relatively  high  incidence  of 
backwardness  (0-5  per  cent,  as  compared  with  0-2  per  cent,  in  1939). 
This  is  probably  one  of  "the  figures  which  merely  reflects  past 
disturbances  of  the  schools  due  to  evacuation. 

Defects  of  the  circulatory  system  (page  42)  were  apparently  rife 
(2-9  per  cent,  as  compared  with  1-9  per  cent,  in  1939),  but  as  the 
exceptionally  high  incidence  of  these  defects  was  confined  to  the 
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returns  of  two  or  three  officers,  it  appears  that  the  deterioration  can 
be  discounted. 

The  total  incidence  of  defects  of  the  lungs  (page  43)  was  the  same 
as  in  1939  (4-8  per  cent.).  An  apparent  increase  in  suspected 
tuberculosis  (0-2  per  cent,  as  compared  with  0-1  per  cent,  in  1943) 
is  probably  symptomatic  of  exceptional  care  in  this  connection. 

The  sections  relating  to  deformities  and  infectious  diseases  show 
no  changes  worthy  of  remark  (page  43). 

The  general  section  for  “Other  diseases  or  defects”  (page  43), 
i.e.,  those  not  included  in  the  earlier  categories,  shows  an  increase 
on  all  the  figures  since  1939  (5.6  per  cent,  as  compared  with  3-1  per 
cent,  in  1939).  Enuresis  and  anaemia  were  the  most  frequently 
recorded  defects  in  this  category  in  recent  years.  In  the  case  of  the 
former  defect,  there  are  reasons  connected  with  evacuation,  rather 
than  health  reasons,  for  the  increase,  and  in  the  case  of  anaemia,  it 
may  be  said  that  three  officers  found  the  incidence  of  this  defect  to 
be  much  higher  than  did  the  other  thirteen  officers.  The  main  work 
of  these  three  officers  was  with  infants  and  the  older  girls  and  it  was 
in  these  groups  that  the  increase  of  “ other  defects  ” was  most 
noticeable. 


Apart  from  the  above  details  relating  to  specified  defects,  there 
are  certain  “ general  ” percentages  named  below  by  means  of  which 
the  relative  physical  condition  of  the  children  may  be  assessed. 

Children  notified  to  parents  on  account  of  defects  of  clothing, 
cleanliness,  and  trivial  caries  of  the  temporary  teeth  (9-2  per  cent.) . 
showed  a reduction  from  1943  (9-7  per  cent.)  but  not  from  1939  (7-4 
per  cent.)  (page  44).  On  the  other  hand,  those  “ notified  ” on  account 
of  other  than  the  above  trivial  defects  stood  (34-6  per  cent.)  at  about 
the  same  level  as  in  1943  (34-5  per  cent.)  but  at  a lower  level  than 
in  1939  (38-5  per  cent.). 

Ihe  percentages  of  children  “ noted  for  re-inspection  ” at  a futuie 
visit  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  (page  44)  followed  a similar 
trend  to  the  above,  i.e.,  a more  satisfactory  percentage  (9-5)  than 
in  1943  (10-1  per  cent.)  but  a less  satisfactory  percentage  than  in 
1939  (5-7  per  cent.)  in  respect  of  the  trivial  defects  named  above, 
and  a more  satisfactory  percentage  (36-5)  than  in  any  year  from  1939 
forward  in  respect  of  the  “other”  defects. 

I he  percentage  of  children  examined  who  required  to  be  excluded 
from  school  fell  from  21  per  cent,  in  1943  to  1-2  per  cent,  in  1944,  a 
percentage  which  however  was  much  higher  than  that  for  1939  (0-7). 

I he  incidence  of  scabies  alone  would  largely  account  for  this. 
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The  records  .of  the  average  measurements  of  the  children  (page  46), 
while  not  always  quite  so  good  as  some  exceptional  recent  figures, 
were  still  satisfactory  as  they  indicated  the  maintenance  of  both 
height  and  weight  above  pre-war  levels  ; the  averages  for  1944  were 
more  satisfactory  in  respect  of  weight  than  of  height,  the  “ all 
Glasgow  ” averages  for  weight  being  never  lower  than  second  highest 
since  1920. 

The  “ classification  of  the  children  according  to  the  remediability 
of  the  major  defect  found  in  the  individual  child  ” (page  49)  showed 
the  highest  (and  most  satisfactory)  percentage  of  children  free  from 
defects  (53-5  per  cent.)  since  the  institution  of  this  classification  in 
1939.  This  satisfactory  position  no  doubt  arose  mainly,  but  not 
entirely,  from  the  improved  condition  of  the  children’s  teeth.  On  the 
other  hand,  a less  satisfactory  proportion  of  the  remaining  children  were 
classified  as  suffering  from  “ temporary  defects  ” (30T  per  cent. — 
Classes  II  and  III)  and  a greater  (and,  therefore,  less  satisfactory) 
proportion  from  the  less  remediable  defects  (16-2  per  cent. — Class  IV). 
There  is  little  doubt  that  this  last  unsatisfactory  aspect  of  the  Table 
can  be  discounted  (see  above  regarding  standards  adopted  by  a few 
officers  in  respect  of  nutrition,  circulatory  system  and  “ other  ” 
diseases)  and  that  therefore  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Table  in  question  are  satisfactory. 

No  conclusions  relative  to  condition  of  the  children  as  a whole 
can  be  based  upon  the  analysis  of  the  inspection  of  special  cases  or  upon 
the  summaries  of  Cleanliness  and  Sanitary  Inspectresses’  work  (see 
pages  50  and  51). 


Conclusion. 

While  past  disturbance  of  school  routine,  of  methods  and  types 
of  inspection,  and  changes  in  the  medical  personnel  have  occasioned 
some  apparently  unsatisfactory  movements  on  the  purely  statistical 
side,  there  is,  in  fact,  in  these  records,  evidence  of  the  continued 
maintenance  of  fundamentally  good  health  among  the  children. 

In  the  matter  of  nutrition,  height,  weight  and  dentition  the 
records  are  better  than  the  corresponding  records  for  the  pre-war  years 
and  often  better  than  some  exceptional  records  for  the  war  years. 
The  personal  cleanliness  of  the  children  continues  to  show  improvement 
upon  recent,  if  not  upon  pre-war,  years.  The  incidence  of  scabies 
continues  to  show  a satisfactory  diminution,  but  there  is  further 
evidence  of  deterioration  in  the  condition  of  the  clothing  and  footgear 
and  in  the  matter  of  provision  of  spectacles  for  the  children,  no  doubt 
due  to  supply  difficulties  and  perhaps  to  parents’  war  work. 
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6.— MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

(For  Dental  Treatment,  see  page  53.) 

It  will  be  found  that  throughout  the  statistics  relating  to  medical 
treatment  the  most  frequent  characteristic  was  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year’s  figures  in  numbers  of  cases  treated  and  numbers  of 
attendances  made,  but  that  the  figures  seldom  indicated  increase  over 
the  corresponding  figures  for  the  last  pre-war  year.  In  general,  the 
increases  could  be  attributed  to  more  normal  conditions  of  school 
attendance,  to  special  efforts  to  maintain  it,  and,  as  a result,  to  more 
frequent  resort  to  the  clinics  for  medical  advice.  The  larger  numbers 
of  children,  even  than  in  1939,  with  “ no  apparent  defect  ” seen  at  the 
clinics  for  ear,  skin  and  general  (but  not  eye)  diseases  are  symptomatic 
of  the  care  which  was  being  taken  to  ensure  that  all  possible  clinic 
cases  should  receive  attention  and  that  the  children’s  status  as  to 
" fitness  for  school  ” should  be  determined. 

The  main  conditions  which  (exceptionally)  showed  increase  over 
corresponding  figures  for  1939  and  which  might  or  might  not  have 
some  significance  were  : — (1)  Eye.  Diseases — Corneal  Ulcers  (65  cases, 
the  same  number  as  in  1943)  ; (2)  Skin  Diseases — Scabies  (11,532  cases 
as  compared  with  17,393  in  1943  and  1,995  in  1939)  ; Eczemaand 
Urticaria  (almost  certainly  an  effect  of  the  care  exercised  to  detect 
scabies)  ; Ringworm — of  the  head  especially — (undoubtedly  increasing 
in  frequency)  ; (3)  Other  Diseases — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (in  fact, 
healthy  children  under  supervision  only  because  of  their  contact  with 
known  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis)  ; Enuresis  (increase  associated 
with  evacuation  experiences)  ; Others  (arising  in  part  from  School 
Attendance  Officers’  requests  for  guidance  regarding  children’s 
absences). 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  only  clear  indications  of  deterioration 
since  1939  occurred  under  skin  diseases.  The  incidence  of  scabies  had, 
however,  passed  its  peak,  but  cases  of  ringworm  continued  to  increase 
in  number.  New  and  up-to-date  X-ray  apparatus  for  the  treatment 
of  the  latter  condition  may  soon  replace  the  existing  equipment  at 
William  Street  Clinic. 


Scabies. — '1  he  following  table  presents  the  various  figures  relating 
to  scabies  which  have  been  published  in  this  series  of  Reports  from 
1926  onwards  — 


SCABIES  CASES. 


No.  and  percentage 
found  at 

No.  treated  at 

No.  of 

Year. 

Routine  Inspection. 

School  Clinics. 

Baths  given 

1926 

27  (0-1%) 

297 

1,642 

1927 

24  (0-1%) 

378 

1,982 

1928 

39  (0-1%) 

537 

2,804 

1929 

61  (0-1%) 

677 

3,636 

1930 

55  (0-1%) 

1,046 

4,099 

1931 

137  (0-3%) 

1,419 

4,192 

1932 

106  (0-2%) 

1,547 

3,289 

1933 

76  (0-2%) 

1,500 

2,806 

1934 

91  (0-2%) 

1,309 

2,731 

1935 

92  (0-2%) 

1,164 

2,798 

1936 

128  (0-2%) 

1,252 

2,393 

1937 

92  (0-2%) 

1,203 

1,960 

1938 

146  (0-3%) 

1,566 

3,379 

1939 

158  (0-3%) 

1,995 

8,611 

1940 

No  inspection 

2,412 

8,425 

1941 

522  (1-3%) 

5,039 

44,112 

1942 

1,255  (2-5%) 

13,358 

120,057 

1943 

947  (2-1%) 

17,393 

154,869 

1944 

440  (0-9%) 

11,532 

75,535 

In  the  seven  school  years  1920  to  1926  (the  school  year  ends  on  31st  July), 
the  numbers  of  children  treated  at  the  school  clinics  on  account  of  scabies  fell 
from  nearly  2,000  to  297  per  annum,  but  in  1927  the  numbers  again  began  to  rise 
and  continued  to  increase  in  number  for  some  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1933  the  arrangements  for  the  control  of  the  condition  were 
under  consideration  ; the  report  system  between  the  school  and  the  sanitary 
organisations  was  overhauled,  lotions  and  ointments  for  non-school  cases  were 
continued,  as  was  assistance  with  washing  of  clothing  and  bedding,  and  in  addition 
residential  treatment  for  infected  families  was  made  available  in  Reception  House 
or  Hospital. 

From  1933  to  1937  the  numbers  of  cases  discovered  and  treated  fell  rather 
than  increased,  but  in  1938  and  1939  the  increase  in  scabies,  which  was  manifest 
throughout  the  country,  was  well  under  way.  Evacuation  and  school  closures 
then  intervened,  and  the  return  of  children  from  evacuation  and  the  partial  re- 
opening of  schools  showed  that  a serious  position  had  developed.  (Half  of  the 
1940  cases  were  put  on  treatment  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  school  year,  after 
many  special  emergency  school  inspections  had  been  made.)  1941  saw  the  first 
increase  in  facilities  for  scabies  baths  (two  additional  school  clinics)  and  in  1942 
there  were  further  increases,  for  adults  as  well  as  children,  in  which  school  clinics 
and  First  Aid  Posts  took  part.  In  1942  also  a special  staff  was  set  up  in  the  sanitary 
divisions  to  visit  the  homes’. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  “ peak  ” year  for  the  detection  of  scabies  in  the  course 
of  routine  inspection  in  the  schools  was  1942,  but  that  the  peak  year  for  treatment 
in  the  clinics  was  1943,  and  that  apparently  the  concerted  efforts  of  all  concerned 
have  helped  to  produce  a downward  trend  in  the  figures. 
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(A)  Minor  Ailments. 


(1)  Cuts,  Bruises,  Sprains,  Minor  Injuries,  etc. 


Details  of 

new  cases — 

1944. 

1943. 

1939. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Cuts, 

bruises,  sprains,  etc. 

...  1,014 

479 

1,493 

990 

3,133 

Burns 

and  scalds 

99 

81 

180 

160 

336 

Totals  ... 

...  1,113 

560 

1,673 

1,150 

3,469 

The  attendances  are  included  with  those  for  skin  conditions  (page  23). 


(2)  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 


Details  of  new  cases — 

Boys. 

1944. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

1943. 

Totals. 

1939. 

Totals. 

Chronic  suppurative  inflamma- 
tion (otorrhoea) — Single 

173 

113 

286 

472  \ 

739 

Double  ... 

13 

22 

35 

70/ 

Results  of  above  disease 

259 

209 

468 

174 

174 

Retracted  membrane 

31 

36 

67 

41 

136 

Chronic  aural  catarrh  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Ceruminous  collection  (wax) 

148 

Ill 

259 

198 

219 

Nasal  catarrh 

32 

20 

52 

51 

138 

Laryngitis  ... 

— 

5 

5 

2 

28 

Other  diseases 

20 

15 

35 

117 

140 

676 

531 

1,207 

1,127 

1,568 

Cases  brought  forward  from 
previous  session 

444 

368 

812 

791 

1,353 

Totals  ... 

1,120 

899 

2,019 

1,918 

2,921 

In  addition,  the  following  children  were  examined  for  ear 
conditions,  with  the  results  shown  : — 


Recommended  operation  for  tonsils 

Boys. 

1944. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

1943. 

Totals. 

1939. 

Totals. 

and/or  adenoids  ... 

335 

360 

695 

818 

509 

Other  operations  recommended 

3 

2 

5 

17 

61 

Referred  to  Hospitals 

4 

— 

4 

1 

9 

No  apparent  disease  ... 

451 

336 

787 

712 

617 

Totals  ... 

793 

698 

1,491 

1,548 

1,196 

Clinic  attendances  of  above  cases  ... 

27,909 

21,155 

49,064 

43,733 

75,623 
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(3)  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  excluding  Defective  Vision. 


Details  of  new  cases — 

Boys. 

1944. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

1943. 

Totals. 

1939. 

Totals. 

Blepharitis 

236 

248 

484 

573 

907 

Hordeolum  (stye) 

64 

75 

139 

127 

364 

Conjunctivitis,  catarrhal 

238 

256 

494 

529 

1,085 

Conjunctivitis,  muco-purulent  ... 

7 

9 

16 

49 

202 

Ophthalmia,  strumous  (includes 
phlyctenular  conjunctivitis 

and  keratitis) 

— 

4 

4 

1 

56 

Keratitis  (interstitial) 

1 

8 

9 

5 

19 

Corneal  ulcers 

42 

23 

65 

65 

51 

Corneal  opacities 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Dacryocystitis 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Epiphora  ... 

— 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Injuries 

13 

13 

26 

22 

44 

Other  diseases 

14 

8 

22 

63 

46 

No  apparent  disease 

93 

89 

182 

75 

201 

708 

734 

1,442 

1,514 

2,980 

Cases  brought  forward  from 
previous  session 

166 

156 

322 

302 

404 

Totals  ... 

874 

890 

1,764 

1,816 

3,384 

Clinic  attendances  of  above 

cases 

11,025 

11,069 

22,094 

23,577 

36,465 

(4a)  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  not  including  Ringworm  or  Favus. 

Details  of  new  cases — 


Scabies 

Pediculosis  capitis  and  i 
contagiosa 
Pediculosis  capitis 
Impetigo  contagiosa 
Ecthyma  ... 

Dermatitis  seborrhoeica 
Eczema 

Alopecia  areata  ... 
Psoriasis  ... 

Herpes  zoster  (shingles) 
Lupus 

Ulcers  and  abscesses 

Urticaria 

Warts 

Other  skin  diseases 
Mo  apparent  disease 


Cases  brought  forward 
previous  session 

Totals  


worm  and  favus 


1944. 

1943. 

1939. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

...  5,637 

5,895 

11,532 

17,393. 

1,995 

go 

2 

3 

5 

15 

102 

3 

7 

10 

13 

13 

...  2,693 

1,796 

4,489 

4,938 

5,576 

130 

104 

234 

306 

266 

313 

298 

, 611 

593 

648 

139 

121 

260 

254 

243 

26 

23 

49 

57 

82 

26 

41 

67 

60 

103 

58 

58 

116 

8 

202 

i 

1 

2 

1 

3 

...  1,160 

776 

1,936 

2,002 

2,816 

76 

69 

145 

164 

118 

44 

62 

106 

107 

305 

56 

46 

102 

332 

163 

...  848 

640 

1,488 

1,640 

497 

1 1,212 

9,940 

21,152 

27,883 

13,132 

)m 

...  422 

348 

770 

1,405 

1,042 

...  11,634 

10,288 

21,922 

29,288 

14,174 

of 

Ig- 

...65,598 

50,655  1 16,253 

147,188 

136,008 

(46)  Ringworm  and  Favus. 


X-Ray  Treatment — 


Disease. 

Number  of  New  Cases 

Number  of  Ra 
(Old  and  New 

DIATIONS 

Cases) 

1944. 

1943. 

1939. 

1944. 

1943. 

1939. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Ringw'm 
*(head) 
Warts, 
etc.  ... 

Totals 

62 

2 

64 

38 

9 

42 

8 

298 

10 

308 

192 

27 

169 

21 

62 

2 

64 

47 

50 

298 

10 

308 

219 

190 

Clinic 

radial 

attendances  of  above  cases  (for 
don)  ... 

65 

2 

67 

61 

62 

* These  are  also  included  under  " Drug  Treatment.” 


Drug  Treatment — 


Boys. 

1944. 

Girls.  Totals. 

1943. 

Totals. 

1939. 

Totals. 

Ringworm 

(head) 

155 

32 

187 

102 

69 

Ringworm 

(body) 

125 

128 

253 

297 

260 

Totals  ... 

280 

160 

440 

399 

329 

(4c)  Bath  Treatment  of  Scabies. 

1944. 

1943. 

1939. 

Boys.  Girls.  Totals. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Cases  receiving  baths  4,897  5,009  9,906 

14,081 

668 

Baths  given* 36,168  39,367  75,535 

154,869 

8,611 

* These  are  included  sis  attendances  at  4 («). 


(4 d)  Reception  House  Treatment  of  Scabies. 

See  Report  for  1943,  page  18. 

In  view  of  the  arrangements  for  treatment  of  scabies  cases 
elsewhere,  it  was  not  necessary  to  admit  any  family  to  the  Reception 
House  on  account  of  scabies  infection. 
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(5)  Other  Diseases. 


(a)  Cases  dealt  with  at  the  regular  clinics  for  “ Other  Diseases  ” — 


Boys. 

1944. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

1943. 

Totals. 

1939. 

Totals. 

Bronchitis  and  bronchial  catarrh  ... 

635 

531 

1,166 

916 

2,198 

Anaemia  and/or  debility 

619 

701 

1,320 

1,072 

2,110 

Rickets  ... 

16 

8 

24 

11 

27 

Tubercular  conditions — 

Pulmonary  (including  contacts) 

128 

108 

236 

17 

12 

Non-pulmonary  ... 

30 

13 

43 

14 

54 

Paralysis 

8 

8 

16 

2 

11 

Heart  disease  ... 

43 

50 

93 

53 

168 

Chorea  ... 

28 

42 

70 

50 

111 

Enlarged  tonsils  and/or  adenoids  ... 

152 

148 

300 

209 

690 

Adenitis 

95 

67 

162 

85 

269 

Rheumatism 

87 

152 

239 

145 

290 

Enuresis... 

270 

407 

677 

643 

400 

Malnutrition 

10 

8 

18 

10 

39 

Epilepsy 

17 

17 

34 

22 

58 

Digestive  disorders 

119 

137 

256 

149 

573 

Infectious  diseases 

212 

265 

477 

258 

234 

Mental  deficiency 

4 

— 

4 

2 

24 

Others  ... 

287 

325 

612 

982 

560 

No  apparent  disease  ... 

492 

477 

969 

770 

513 

Totals  ... 

3,252 

3,464 

6,716 

5,410 

8,341 

Clinic  attendances  of  above  cases  ... 

8,127 

7,881 

16,008 

13,334 

19,302 

Additional  attendances  for  the  supply 
of  cod  liver  oil  emulsion  and  other 

medicines  ... 

8,481 

7,611 

16,092 

13,412 

21,672 

( b )  Cases  of  “ Other  Diseases  ” seen  at  school  inspections,  etc.,  and 
recommended  for  immediate  supply  of  medicine — 


Found  to  be  “ necessitous  ” and 
attend  clinic  for  supplies 

instructed  to 

1944. 

1,186 

1943. 

510 

1939. 

2,306 

Found  to  be  " non-necessitous  ” 
warned  to  provide  medicines 

and  parents 

30 

39 

89 

Totals 

1,216 

549 

2,395 

(c)  The  cases  on  treatment  at  clinics  for  diseases  of  skin,  eye,  or  ear  who 
were  given  medicines  for  “ Other  Diseases  ” at  these  clinics 
numbered  818 — 438  boys  and  380  girls — as  compared  with  704 
in  the  preceding  year,  and  2,266  in  1939. 

The  total  of  all  “ Other  Diseases  ” at  8,750  ( (a),  (h)  and  (c)  above) 
compares  with  6,663  cases  in  the  previous  year  and  13,002  in  1939. 
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(d)  Artificial  Light  Treatment. 


Details  of  new  cases  treated — 

Boys. 

1944. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

1943. 

Totals. 

1939. 

Totals. 

Rickets 

7 

6 

13 

23 

22 

Anaemia  and/or  debility 

156 

123 

279 

369 

372 

Nervous  diseases... 

1 

1 

2 

— 

42 

Enlarged  glands  ...  

25 

14 

39 

31 

55 

Chronic  bronchitis 

204 

115 

319 

334 

295 

Rheumatism 

14 

21 

35 

31 

46 

Skin  conditions  ... 

20 

24 

44 

24 

67 

Eye  conditions 

12 

14 

26 

29 

34 

Other  diseases 

9 

12 

21 

70 

129 

Totals  ... 

448 

330 

778 

911 

1,062 

Clinic  attendances  of  above  cases 

7,307 

5,608 

12,915 

16,176 

25,610 

Sixteen  school  children  were  treated  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic 
in  Summertown  Road,  Govan. 


(B)  Defective  Vision. 


1939. 

Totals. 

7,467 

2,915 
2,388 

8,841  10,218 12,770 

Not  subjected  to  refraction — 


For  further  treatment  ... 

...  620 

595 

433 

No  treatment  required  ...  .: 

...  309 

357 

508 

Spectacles  checked 

92 

89 

299 

Postponed 

...  1,372 

1,367 

1,130 

2,393 

2,408- 

2,370 

Totals 

11,234 

12,626 

. 15,140 

Number  of  clinics  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,250  1,388  1,567 

Average  number  of  children  per  clinic  ...  ...  9-0  9-0  9-5 

Average  number  subjected  to  refraction  at  each 

clinic  71  7-4  8-1 


(a)  Cases  dealt  with  at  Refraction  Clinics — 


• 

Boys. 

1944. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

1943. 

Totals. 

Subjected  to  refraction- — ■ 
Spectacles  prescribed 

. 2,859 

2,941 

5,800 

6,230 

Spectacles  not  prescribed- 
For  further  treatment 

1,745 

2,343 

No  treatment  required 

. . . 

1,296 

1,645 

( b ) Provision  of  Spectacles  by  the  Corporation  . at  Contract  Rates — 

1944.  1943.  1939. 


Full  cost  charged  to  the 


parents 

2,658  (67-6%) 

2,939  (67-9%) 

2,314 

(40-3%) 

Half  cost  charged  to  the 
parents  (*'  Partly  Neces- 
citous  ” cases) 

720  (18-3%) 

764  (17-7%) 

598 

(10-4%) 

Spectacles  provided  free  of 
cost  ("  Necessitous  ” cases) 

556  (14  1%) 

622  (14-4%) 

2,830 

(49-3%) 

Totals 

3,934 

4,325 

5,742 

Spectacles  repaired... 

1,171 

1,537 

2,175 
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These  figures  include  26  pairs  of  spectacles  and  23  repairs  for 
children  in  receiving  areas. 

1 he  percentage  of  children  supplied  with  spectacles  free  of  cost  to 
the  parents  is  again  the  lowest  recorded  in  these  reports  from  1930 
onward. 

(c)  Wearing  of  Spectacles  in  School. 

Returns  were  sought  from  the  schools  regarding  2,839  children 
who  had  obtained  spectacles  prescribed  for  them  by  the  school  oculists 
in  the  period  July  to  December,  1943.  The  analyses  of  these  returns, 
and  of  a similar  return  obtained  in  1937,  are  as  follows  : — 


1944. 

1937. 

Children  wearing  the  spectacles 

1,272  (58-4%) 

1,574  (78-8%) 

Spectacles  said  to  be  at  home 

280  (12-9%) 

167  ( 8-4%) 

Spectacles  lost  or  broken  ... 

630  (28-9%) 

257  (12-9%) 

2,182 

1,998 

No  return  was  received  in  respect  of  657  pupils  ; most  of  these 
(527)  had  left  school  or  been  transferred  elsewhere  (65). 


The  above  result  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  No  doubt 
the  lower  percentage  of  children  wearing  spectacles  can  be  attributed, 
in  part  at  least,  to  abnormal  conditions  of  home  life  (parents  on  war 
service  and  war  work). 


(C)  Operations  for  the  Removal  of  Adenoids  and  Enlarged 
Tonsils,  Etc.,  at  the  Western  District  Hospital. 


Nature,  of  Operation — 

Boys. 

1944. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

1943. 

Totals. 

1939. 

Totals. 

Tonsils  removed  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Adenoids  removed 

21 

11 

32 

23 

14 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  removed 

704 

730 

1,434 

1,393 

1,826 

Aural  polypus  removed 

— 

1 

1 

— 

21 

Totals  ... 

725 

742 

1,467 

1,417 

1,866 

Number  of  periods  in  which  operations 
through 

were  carried 

141 

131 

199 

Average  number  of  cases  dealt  with  per  period  ... 

10-4 

10-8 

9-4 

Clinic  (including  hospital)  attendances  of  above 

cases 

4,614 

4,485 

6,115 

* In  the  course  of  the  Session  57  ( 6i ) children  were  detained  in 
hospital  beyond  the  normal  period — 41  (49)  for  periods  of  1 to  3 days, 
14  (10)  for  4 to  7 days,  2 (2)  for  9 to  14  days.  Some  of  the  children 
were  detained  on  account  of  special  pre-operation  conditions — history 
of  excessive  bleeding,  etc.,  7 (2),  sickness,  11  (n) — and  others  on 
* In  this  paragraph  and  in  the  two  following,  1943  figures  are  given  in  brackets. 
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account  of  special  post-operation  conditions  such  as  high  temperature 
4 (12),  haemorrhage  16  (10),  and  others  18  (8).  One  child  ( 18 ) was 
detained  for  after-care  reasons. 

1,438  ( 1,396 ) children  were  visited  in  their  homes  after  operation, 
1,388  {1,293)  being  found  satisfactory  at  the  first  visit.  In  1 (4)  case 
private  medical  attendance  was  advised.  Eight  (8)  cases  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory  at  subsequent  visits.  In  41  (91)  cases  admission  to 
the  house  could  not  be  obtained,  the  children  were  out,  or  for  other 
reasons  could  not  be  examined. 

In  addition  to  operations  for  the  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids, 
children  attending  the  school  clinics  for  ear  diseases  are,  when  necessar}7, 
referred  to  the  general  hospitals  of  the  Corporation  with  a view  to 
operative  treatment.  85  (jjx)  children — 49  (55)  boys  and  36  (56) 
girls — were  so  referred  on  the  recommendation  of  School  Medical 
Officers  ; 17  ( 63 ) of  these  were  operated  on  for  mastoid  disease,  43  ( 24 ) 
for  tonsils  and/or  adenoids  removal,  4 (j)  for  antral  disease,  and 
9 (6)  children  had  operations  or  treatment  for  other  aural,  nasal,  or 
throat  conditions,  other  minor  operations  being  performed  for  some  of 
these  children  at  the  same  time.  Twelve  (77)  children  received  conser- 
vative treatment  only. 

(D)  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

[a]  Deformities  treated  in  Mearnskirk  Hospital. 

As  in  previous  war  years,  because  of  the  retention  of  hospital  beds 
for  Service  casualties  and  to  some  extent  because  of  the  evacuation 
of  many  of  the  physically  defective  children,  only  a few  children  with 
long  term  deformities  of  an  urgent  nature  were  admitted  to  hospital 
from  the  orthopaedic  clinics.  On  the  other  hand,  considerable  numbers 
of  children  who  could  be  helped  by  out-patient  treatment  were  dealt 
with  at  the  hospital  out-patient  department.  In  spite  of  the  pressure 
of  war  work,  one  afternoon  each  week  was  reserved  for  the  examination 
and  treatment  of  these  patients.  In  all,  492  crippled  children  were 
advised  or  treated  at  the  hospital  during  the  year.  In  connection 
with  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  these  cases  102  X-ray  examinations 
were  made,  27  surgical  dressings  were  undertaken,  61  plaster  splints 
were  applied,  6 casts  were  made  and  28  new  splints  were  supplied  as 
follows  : — Certalmid  splints  3,  celluloid  splints  3,  spinal  braces  5, 
shoulder-abduction  splints  3,  leg  irons  6,  walking  calipers  8.  Seven 
pairs  of  crutches  were  supplied  and  108  boots  were  altered  as  follows  : — 
Soles  tilted  22,  heel-tubes  fitted  37,  metatarsal  bars  fitted  7,  T-straps 
fitted  14,  pattens  fitted  19,  back-stops  fitted  9.  In  addition  87  splints 
and  1 peg  leg  were  repaired. 
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(b)  Deformities  treated  by  Exercise,  Massage,  Electrical  Treatment,  etc., 
at  Ashley  Street,  Gorbals,  and  Provan  Orthopaedic  Clinics,  and 
at  three  Special  Schools. 


Boys. 

1944. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

1943. 

Totals. 

1939. 

Totals. 

Number  of  children  examined 

355 

405 

760 

682 

2,332 

Number  of  attendances  of  " old  ” 
cases  reporting  for  observation  ... 

284 

342 

626 

497 

677 

The  staff  of  seven  physiotherapists  carried  out 

treatment  for  the 

following  cases  : — 

Details  of  new  cases  put  on  treatment 
at  Clinics — 

Boys. 

1944. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

1943. 

Totals. 

1939. 

Totals. 

Curvature  of  spine  (kyphosis, 
lordosis,  scoliosis) 

48 

100 

148 

131 

250 

Paralysis,  infantile  and  other  ... 

22 

20 

42 

42 

79 

Flat-foot  ... 

46 

56 

102 

133 

138 

Wry-neck  (torticollis) 

6 

8 

14 

18 

8 

Fracture  (result  of),  sprains  and 
dislocations 

2 

3 

5 

2 

6 

Deformities  of  chest 

4 

1 

5 

4 

11 

Talipes 

12 

16 

28 

19 

45 

Contractures 

2 

— 

2 

— 

4 

Others 

12 

23 

35 

24 

35 

154 

227 

381 

373 

576 

Cases  brought  forward  from  previous 
session 

66 

73 

139 

166 

192 

Totals  ... 

220 

300 

520 

539 

768 

Discharged  from  Orthopaedic  Clinics — 
Fit 

96 

138 

234 

215 

337 

For  hospital  treatment  ... 

5 

5 

10 

9 

9 

To  Convalescent  Homes 

4 

4 

8 

5 

4 

Transferred  to  other  clinics  or 
treated  by  appliances... 

16 

17 

33 

46 

46 

For  other  reasons  (leaving  school, 
etc.)  ...  

42 

51 

93 

125 

59 

Totals  ... 

163 

215 

378 

400 

455 

Number  still  on  treatment  ... 

57 

85 

142 

137 

313 

Number  of  attendances  made  by 
children  for  treatment  ... 

11,916 

14,810 

25,995 

30 


( c ) Deformities  treated  by  Exercises  and  Massage  at  Special  Schools  and 
Evacuation  Centres. 

In  addition  to  the  work  detailed  in  the  above  table,  physiotherapists 
gave  1,058  class  lessons  and  1,221  individual  treatments  in  special 
schools  and  evacuation  centres.  Six  nursery  schools  were  visited  and 
47  individual  treatments  given. 


(d)  Deformities  treated  by  Appliances. 


Surgical  appliances  were  provided  to  school  children  through  the 
splint  departments  of  hospitals  or  through  the  Corporation’s  contractors 
on  terms  adjusted  to  the  family  income. 


1944. 

• 

Voluntary 

Ashley  St. 

Hospitals. 

Clinic. 

1943. 

1939. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Special  boots  or  overshoes 

with  steel  or  other  supports 

3 

2 

— 

1 

6 . 

11 

16 

Special  boots  or  overshoes 

2 

2 

7 

7 

18 

17 

20 

Steel  or  other  supports 

3 

4 

4 

3 

14 

19 

9 

Other  appliances 

1 

— 

9 

— 

10 

13 

24 

Totals 

9 

8 

20 

11 

48 

60 

69 

Repairs 

13 

5 

29 

20 

67 

76 

146 

In  addition,  artificial  eyes  were  supplied  to  12  children — 6 boys 
and  6 girls. 


1.— DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 


On  page  53  will  be  found  brief  statistics  relating  to  the  above  ; 
fuller  information  will  probably  be  included  in  the  next  Report.  The 
figures  which  are  given,  however,  amply  reflect  the  improvement  in 
the  children’s  teeth  evident  from  the  results  of  systematic  inspection  ; 
they  show  increased  percentages  of  acceptance  of  clinic  treatment,  and 
increased  work  of  a conservative  nature  done  at  the  clinics. 
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8.— SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  AND  CLASSES  AND  HOLIDAY  SCHOOLS. 


Arrangements  for  the  Instruction  of  Exceptional  Children. 


See  Report  for  1942,  page  30. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pupils  at  the  various 
special  schools  and  classes  in  the  City,  near  the  City,  or  in  hospital 
schools  and  evacuation  centres  outwith  the  City  as  at  30th  June,  1944  : — 


Day  Centres 

Day  and  Resi- 

Residential 

Type  of  Child. 

in  or 

near 

dential  Centres 

Centres 

Cit 

y- 

near 

City. 

outwit 

h City. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Centres. 

Pupils. 

Centres. 

Pupils. 

Centres. 

Pupils. 

Physically  Defective — 

General 

11 

1,405 

— 

— 

8 

287 

Blind 

— 

— 

1 

10 

1 

14 

Myopic 

2 

78 

1 

18 

— 

— 

Deaf 

1 

20 

1 

38 

1 

81 

Semi-Deaf  ... 

1 

72 

1 

18 

1 

8 

Mentally  Defective 

17 

2,045 

— 

— 

6 

177 

Totals  1944  ... 

(24) 

3,620 

(1) 

84 

(14) 

567 

Totals  1943  ... 

(24) 

3,259 

(1) 

81 

(12) 

568 

The  total  of  the  pupils  shown  above,  4,271,  compares  with  a total 
of  3,908  in  the  previous  year  and  with  approximately  6,000  pupils  of 
similar  categories  receiving  instruction  in  1939. 

The  holiday  school  at  Hillfoot  (Bearsden)  housed  physically 
defective  evacuees  mainly,  but  as  there  were  usually  at  least  15  places 
available,  a succession  of  59  girls  requiring  the  holiday  school  type  of 
regime  were  accommodated  for  periods  of  a few  weeks  each. 

There  were  no  special  classes  provided  for  dull  or  backward  children 
or  for  children  suffering  from  speech  defects  (but  see  below). 

The  Child  Guidance  Clinics  dealt  with  2,329  children,  1 19  of  whom 
spent  some  time  at  Nerston  House,  East  Kilbride.  1 he  cases  dealt  with 
included  569  children  whose  chief  problem  was  speech  defect. 
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The  number  of  children  specially  examined  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  regarding  mental  defects  during  the  year  was  : — 


1944. 

1943. 

1939. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

First  examinations 

443 

312 

755 

852 

587 

Re-examinations 

533 

361 

896 

597 

1,528 

Totals  ... 

978 

673 

1,651 

1,449 

2,115 

In  the  work  of  after-care  of  mentally  defective  children,  the  number 
of  cases  added  to  the  home  visiting  lists  of  the  women  officers  was 
383  (256  boys  and  127  girls)  ; 322  cases  were  taken  off  the  lists ; at 
the  end  of  the  year  2,344  cases  remained  on  the  visiting  lists,  as 
compared  with  2,283  in  1943. 

9.— ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  AND 

PERSONAL  HYGIENE. 

The  normal  arrangements  (see  Report  for  1939,  page  48)  were 
carried  through  as  far  as  was  possible  in  exceptional  circumstances 
of  restricted  staff  and  accommodation. 

The  physical  training  staff,  including  those  in  the  services  and  on 
evacuation,  consisted  of  the  Superintendent  of  Physical  Education,  a 
Depute  Superintendent  (woman),  one  Supervisor  (woman)  in  charge  of 
orthopaedic  clinics,  15  Principal  Teachers  (10  men  and  5 women), 
98  assistant  teachers  (men)  including  1 seconded  teacher,  and  92 
assistant  teachers  (women),-  including  5 physiotherapists  engaged  at 
the  orthopaedic  clinics.  In  addition  15  married  women  were  employed 
in  the  work  (9  full  time  and  6 part  time). 

The  recent  promotion  of  15  teachers  to  Principal  Teacherships 
in  Secondary  schools  will  enable  help  and  advice  to  be  given  by  them 
in  the  neighbouring  primary  schools. 

Simple  first  aid  was  again  included  in  the  hygiene  course  given 
to  post-qualifying  pupils,  and  courses  in  first  aid  and  home  nursing 
(girls)  and  first  aid  and  ambulance  work  (boys)  were  given  to  pupils 
of  the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of  the  secondary  schools. 


10.— ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  FEEDING  AND  CLOTHING 

OF  CHILDREN. 


(a)  Administration  and  ( b ) Nature  of  Meals. — See  Report  for  1942, 
page  33.  In  December,  1944,  the  Corporation  appointed  an  Organiser 
of  School  Meals — to  supervise  cooking  and  dining  centres,  staff,  and 
menus. 

The  meals  enumerated  below  were  prepared  at  Kinning  Park  and 
Dovehill  Cooking  Centres,  and  at  the  four  War  Emergency  Cooking 
Depots  (Welfare  Department).  During  the  period  September  to 
November,  1944,  six  district  cooking  centres  were  opened,  which 
raised  the  number  of  dinners  prepared  per  day  to  about  37,500. 
(Milk  supply  to  school  children — page  54.) 

(c)  Number  and  Cost  of  Meals. — The  numbers  of  meals  supplied 
during  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1944,  were 

A (1).  Paid  for  by  parents  (includes  nursery  school  children). 

A (2).  do.  do.  (war-time  nursery  children). 

B.  Supplied  to  necessitous  children.  C.  Paid  for  by  Welfare  Department. 

(A  (1),  B and  C — ordinary  and  special  school  pupils  included  in  each  case.) 


1944. 

1943. 

Breakfasts. 

Dinners. 

Teas. 

Breakfasts. 

Dinners. 

Teas. 

A (1) 
A (2) 
B 
C 

424,991 

195,214 

68,838 

114,560 

5,759,072 

195,214 

1,531,303 

473,225 

474,368 

182,691 

70,313 

115,380 

566,993 

122,540 

104,732 

104,429 

3,893,561 

122,540 

1,007,889 

343,706 

595,822 

112,486 

106,673 

103,567 

Totals 

803,603 

7,958,814 

842,752 

898,694 

3,367,696 

918,548 

Total  No. 
of  Meals 

* 9, 

SOS,  169  in 

944. 

7,11 

34,938  in  1£ 

>43. 

* In  addition,  43,867  meals  were  supplied  to  inmates  of  the  Remand  Home, 
and  49,992  dinners  to  the  pupils  of  Trades  Schools. 


The  charges  made  to  parents  for  meals  were— Dinners,  five  days 
per  week,  1/6,  six  days  per  week,  1/9  ; three  meals  per  day,  six  days 
per  week,  3/6. 

{d)  Boots  and  Clothing.— Boots  or  clothing,  or  both,  were  supplied 
to  20,517  children  as  compared  with  20,276  in  1943  and  32,842  in  1939. 
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STATISTICAL  AND  OTHER  APPENDICES. 

TABLE  I. — Total  Number  of  Children  Examined  at  : — 

(A)  (a)  Systematic  Examinations,  i.e.,  the  main  groups  recommended 
for  the  session  (see  page  13),  and  ( b ) Other  Systematic  Examinations, 
i.e.,  children  missed  at  recommended  age  groups  or  otherwise 
outwith  these  groups. 


GROUP. 

1944. 

1943. 

1939. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

(«) 

Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group  ... 
Fourth  Age  Group 

9,220 

6,956 

6,334 

167 

9,244 

7,110 

6,816 

103 

18,464 

14,066 

13,150 

270 

19,383 

12,518 

12,290 

249 

18,469 

10,549 

13,213 

413 

(b) 

Others 

22,677 

597 

23,273 

746 

45,950 

1,343 

44,440 

1,292 

42,644 

3,681 

Totals 

23,274 

24,019 

47,293 

45,732 

46,325 

For  age  distribution  of  these  children  see  Appendix  lb  on  page  37. 


In  addition  to  these  numbers  of  children,  the  following  were 
examined  in  the  course  of  Systematic  Inspection  of  the  pupils  at  Special 
Schools  and  Classes  : — 


GROUP. 

1944. 

1943. 

1939. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Physically  defective  children 

237 

213 

450 

474 

S61 

Mentally  defective  children 

255 

194 

449 

395 

596 

Totals 

492 

407 

899 

869 

1,457 

(B)  Other  Examinations — 


GROUP. 

1944. 

1943. 

1939. 

(i)  In  Schools — 

Special  Cases  (in  respect  of  particular  defects) 

15,033* 

13,637 

13,964 

Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officers 

13,029 

12,803 

26,302 

Leaving  Interviews 

92 

93 

12,900 

Measurements  only  (boys  in  two  High  Schools) 

504 

522 

679 

Admissions  and  Discharges  in  Special  Schools 
and  Classes 

199 

170 

1,112 

Totals... 

28,857 

27,225 

54,957 

* Includes  cases  of  the  " Special  Emergency  ” type. 


GROUP. 

1944. 

1943. 

1939. 

(ii)  Mainly  at  Clinics — 

Applicants  for  preliminary  training  as 

Teachers 

15 

24 

48 

Applicants  for  Licences  under  the  Corpora- 

tion  Bye-laws  for  the  Employment  of 

Children 

573 

489 

383 

Adult  Employees  of  the  Corporation 

53 

60 

97 

♦Certifications — Blind  Persons  Act,  1920 

11 

7 

17 

Candidates  for  Printers’  Apprenticeships  ... 

— 

99 

| Children  as  to  fitness  for  camps,  etc. — 

Harvesters  (September,  1943)  ... 

6,911 

1 

J 

Berrypickers,  etc.  (July,  1944)  ... 

1,359 

V 1,236 

y 9,796 

Play-centre  groups  (July,  1944) 

1,003 

j 

J 

Children  as  to  fitness  for  " School  Journeys  ” 

abroad,  etc. 

— 
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Children  as  • to  fitness  for  admission  to 

Residential  Schools  and  Institutions  ... 

62 

116 

1,341 

Special  food  examinations  of  children 

1,313 

2,036 

5,074 

Juvenile  Court  Cases  ... 

150 

178 

81 

Other  Special  Cases  ... 

213 

144 

341 

Totals  ... 

11,663 

4,290 

17,411 

(iii)  " Emergency  ” Examinations — 

Special  emergency  inspection  at  schools — • 

(1940) 

now  included  in  " Special  Cases  ” (B  (i) 

above) 

— 

6,779 

] 

>341,767 

^Cleanliness  inspections  (by  school  nurses)  ... 

158,189 

136,863 

J 

Inspections  immediately  prior  to  evacuation — 

Individual  children — 

For  Government  Camp  ... 

116 

412 

554 

For  Children’s  Overseas  Reception  Board 

— 

— 

5,847 

Others 

374 

858 

6,768 

Totals  ... 

158,679 

144,912 

354,936 

* These  examinations  are  made  at  the  Central  Clinic  for  the  Blind. 

t In  September,  1944,  8,437  further  examinations  were  made  of  volunteers  for  grain 
and  potato  harvesting. 

+ In  addition,  Nurse  Inspectresses  of  the  Sanitary  Divisions  made  145,978 
cleanliness  inspections  at  79  schools  (see  page  51). 
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APPENDIX  la.— Notifications  to  Parents. 

The  numbers  and  percentages  of  individual  children  inspected  at 
systematic  examinations  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring 
treatment  for  conditions  other  than  (a)  defects  of  clothing  or  cleanliness 
(including  pediculosis)  and  (b)  trivial  caries  of  the  temporary  teeth, 
were  as  follows  : — 


GROUP. 

1944. 

1943. 

Totals. 

1942. 

Totals. 

1939. 

Totals. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Entrants 

3,665 

3,513 

7,178 

7,953 

10,096 

8,129 

(39-8%) 

( 38-0 %) 

(38-9%) 

(4i-o%) 

(46-6%) 

(44-o%) 

2nd  Age  Group 

2,677 

2,592 

5,269 

4,508 

5,616 

4,289 

(38-5%) 

(36-5%) 

(37'5%) 

(36-0%) 

(4i-i%) 

(407%) 

3rd  Age  Group... 

1,646 

1,840 

3,486 

2,916 

4,114 

4,156 

(26-0%) 

(27-o%) 

(26-5%) 

(237%) 

( 3i-7 %) 

(3J'5°/o) 

4th  Age  Group... 

222 

216 

438 

379 

810 

1,243 

and  Others  . . . 

(25'4%) 

(27-2%) 

(24-6%) 

(33-2%) 

(30-4%) 

Totals 

8,210 

8,161 

16,371 

15,756 

20,636 

17,817 

(35-3%) 

( 34-o %) 

(34-6%) 

(34-5%) 

(407%) 

(. 38-5 %) 

The  numbers  and  percentages  of  cases  in  which  intimation  was 
made  to  parents  verbally  or  by  card,  together  with  information  as  to 
similar  intimations  in  respect  of  clothing,  cleanliness,  and/or  minor 
dental  defects  will  be  found  in  Appendix  I la  on  page  44. 
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$ This  grouping  applies  only  to  the  (a)  lines  on  the  table.  t Includes  nursery  school  children. 

§ Includes  10  boy  and  9 girl  “ Entrants  ” of  9 or  10  years  of  age  in  1943. 


TABLE  II. — Systematic  Examinations  of  Children  in  Ordinary  Schools. 

Numbers  and  percentages  of  children  suffering  from  defects. 

An  individual  child  may  appear  in  several  sections  but  only  once  in  any  section,  i.e.,  only  the  child’s  major  defect  in  any  section  is  recorded — any 
minor  defects  in  the  same  section  are  ignored  in  this  table.  " Sections  ” are  indicated  by  the  horizontal  lines  across  the  columns,  and  the 
section  totals  give  the  numbers  of  individual  children  having  at  least  one  defect  in  that  section. 
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APPENDIX  Ila. — Additional  Information  regarding  Results  of  Systematic  Examinations. 

Except  in  respect  of  the  dual  information  regarding  children  who  wore  glasses,  no  child  appears  more  than  once  in  each  section.  “ Sections  ' 

are  indicated  by  horizontal  lines  across  the  columns. 
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(1)  Number  recorded,  47,288.  (2)  Visual  acuity  of  entrants  not  recorded— see  page  41 . (3)  Number  recorded,  47,281. 
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APPENDIX  lib. — Average  Measurements  of  School  Children 

during  Session  1943-1944. 

The  Table  on  the  succeeding  page  sets  out  (a)  the  average  ages 
and  average  heights  and  weights  of  the  children  of  five,  nine  and  of 
thirteen  years  of  age,  who  were  measured  in  the  course  of  systematic 
inspection  during  the  Session  ended  31st  July,  1944  ; and  ( b ) the 
corresponding  averages  from  1944  back  to  1938  adjusted  to  a uniform 
age  for  each  group.  The  highest  measurement  in  each  column  of 
adjusted  averages  is  in  heavy  figures  and  any  measurement  which 
stands  second  in  the  series  is  in  italics.  As  the  averages  for  1938 
were  then  the  highest  from  1920  onward,  the  marked  averages  are  the 
highest  or  all  but  the  highest  from  1920  to  the  present  year. 

Reference  to  the  six  main  adjusted  figures  of  average  weight 
(three  for  “ All  ” boys  and  three  for  " All  ” girls)  for  1944,  will  show 
that  no  better  averages  have  appeared  in  these  Reports  since  1920  in 
three  instances  (boys  and  girls  of  nine  years  of  age  and  boys  of  thirteen 
years  of  age)  and  that  the  other  three  averages  (boys  and  girls  of  five 
years  of  age  and  girls  of  thirteen  years  of  age)  take  second  place  to  the 
corresponding  weight  averages  for  1943  only.  Further,  all  except 
one  of  the  twelve  separate  adjusted  weight  averages  for  children  in  the 
" non-transferred  ” and  the  “ transferred  ” schools  also  stand  best  or 
second-best  since  1920  ; the  exception  is  the  average  weight  for  girls 
of  five  years  of  age  in  the  “ transferred  ” schools,  which  takes  fourth 
place  since  1920. 

In  view  of  the  tendency  of  these  figures  to  fluctuate  slightly  from 
year  to  year,  but  on  the  whole  to  move  upward,  these  average  weights 
can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  health  of  the  children. 

Reference  to  the  Tables  of  the  six  main  adjusted  height  averages 
(“  All  ” boys  or  girls)  will  show  that  every  one  of  the  averages  for 
1944  is  lower  than  one  or  other  of  the  corresponding  averages  for  the 
three  previous  years  but  that  not  one  of  them  falls  below  the 
corresponding  highest  pre-war  average.  All  except  four  of  the  twelve 
separate  adjusted  averages  for  1944  in  the  two  types  of  schools  are  in 
the  same  relative  position — above  pre-war  average  heights  and  below 
one  or  other  of  the  more  recent  averages  ; the  exceptions  are  the 
average  heights  of  girls  of  five  years  in  the  “ transferred  ” schools  and 
of  nine  in  the  “ non-transferred  ” schools  each  of  which  falls  0-03  inches 
below  the  corresponding  average  for  1938,  and  the  average  heights 
of  the  boys  and  of  the  girls  of  13  years  of  age  in  the  “ transferred  ” 
schools,  which  are  the  highest  recorded  since  1920. 

(Continued  on  page  48) 
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Beyond  years  of  age  given.  f No  records  for  1940.  } Averages  below  1938  but  not  below  any  earlier  average. 
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(Continued  from  page  46) 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  clear  explanation  which  would 
account  for  a slight  but  steady  loss  of  average  height  in  five-year-old 
children  entering  the  schools  since  1941,  while  their  weights  hold  good 
and  the  averages  of  both  height  and  weight  for  the  children  of  thirteen 
years  of  age  tend  to  increase  over  that  period.  The  further  increase 
in  weight  of  the  thirteen-year-old  boys  to  a figure  of  3-37  pounds 
above  the  corresponding  1938  average  should  be  noted.  (The  averages 
for  the  nine-year-old  children  are  less  representative  than  the  others, 
as  the  numbers  examined  in  some  years  were  very  low.) 

It  seems  likely  that  since  height  is  less  immediately  affected  by 
changes  in  conditions  and  is  to  some  extent  a matter  of  heredity,  the 
maintenance  or  increase  of  the  average  weights  alone  from  1941  to 
1944  may  be  taken  as  evidence  of  satisfactory  health  conditions. 
Against  a background  of  the  averages  for  the  last  five-year  pre-war 
period,  the  latest  figures  are  far  from  being  indicative  of  faulty 
nutrition  or  other  adverse  health  conditions  during  the  past  five  years 
of  war. 


Increase  in  Average  Measurements  of  Children  in  four  war  years,  as 
compared  with  the  Corresponding  Averages  for  the  last  five-year 
pre-war  period,  1935-1939. 


Increase  from 
1935-39 
to — 

BO 

YS. 

5 Years. 

13  Years. 

ins. 

lbs. 

ins. 

lbs. 

1941 

0-47 

1-07 

0-77 

2-96 

1942 

0-42 

0-87 

0-88 

2-61 

1943 

0-40 

1-24 

0-75 

2-90 

1944 

0-32 

1-08 

0-86 

3-74 

GIRLS. 


5 Years. 


ms. 

0-38 

0-31 

0-28 

022 


lbs. 

0-95 

0-81 

0-97 

0-95 


13  Years. 


ms. 

0-52 

0-57 

0-72 

0-66 


lbs. 

1-62 

212 

2-94 

2-76 


Certain  notes  and  a graph  relating  to  the  movement  of  the  average 
measurements  of  the  children  from  1935  to  1944  will  be  found  in  the 
General  Introduction  (pages  5-7). 


TABLE  III. — Systematic  Medical  Examination  of  Children  in  Ordinary  Schools.  Classification  according 
to  Remediability  of  the  Major  Defects  found  in  the  Individual  Child. 
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t Includes  1,613  children  of  the  fourth  age  group  and  others. 
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APPENDIX  Ilia. — Inspection  of  Special  Cases  (“  Non-Routines” 

AND  “ ABNORMALS  ”). 

Defects  found  in  Children  presented  for  Medical  Inspection  as 
“ Non-Routines.” — 17,995  children  were  presented  for  " non-routine  ” 
inspection  (generally  on  account  of  defect  observed  or  suspected  by 
teachers)  ; 17,262  of  -these  were  pupils  in  ordinary  schools  and  733 
in  special  schools.  The  inclusion  with  the  “ non-routines  ” of  the 
diminishing  numbers  of  “ special  emergency  ” cases  (see  below),  many 
of  whom  were  free  from  any  disability  whatever,  rendered  the  analysis 
of  the  results  less  valuable  than  formerly.  The  usual  table  is,  therefore, 
omitted. 

Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officers  of  “ Abnormals.” — Total  re- 
inspections 13,029.  5,921  (45-4  per  cent.)  of  these  children  were  found 
to  be  receiving  treatment  at  the  school  clinics  or  elsewhere,  4,565 
(35-0  per  cent.)  did  not  require  treatment,  and  2,516  (19-3  per  cent.) 
had  not  the  necessary  treatment  provided.  These  were  unimportant 
cases  or  were  reported  for  “ following  up  ” by  other  methods. 

/ 

APPENDIX  1 1 lb.— Other  Special  Inspections. 

(a)  Special  Emergency  Inspections. 

This  type  of  inspection,  designed  to  provide  (and  maintain) 
periodic  inspection  of  potential  evacuees,  tended  to  overlap  with  the 
“ non-routine  ” inspections,  and  was  therefore  discontinued  as  a 
separate  system  ; occasional  cases  were  dealt  with  as  ” non-routines  ” 
(see  above). 

( b ) Cleanliness  Inspections  in  Schools. 

The  list  of  schools  (and  the  groups  of  children  within  them)  selected 
for  inspection  purposes  varies  from  year  to  year  according  to  needs 
and  to  staff  available  ; comparisons  of  the  findings  in  successive 
years  are,  therefore,  of  doubtful  value.  The  usual  tables  are  omitted 
for  the  current  year. 

(1 ) Cleanliness  I nspectresses  of  the  Education  Health  Service  examined 
44,096  boys  and  49,311  girls  and  made  64,782  re-examinations  (16,060 
boys  and  48,722  girls)  ; total  inspections,  158,189.  These  figures, 
especially  the  re-examinations,  were  much  greater  than  those  for  the 
preceding  year.  The  numbers  and  percentages  of  children  inspected 
who  had  “ major  ” or  ” minor  ” nits  infection  were  higher  than  in 
the  preceding  year  except  that  at  the  first  (general)  inspections — the 
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more  reliable  guide — the  total  numbers  and  percentages  of  girls  infected 
(18,489  or  37-5  per  cent. — 38-9  per  cent,  in  1943),  and  particularly 
those  with  “ major  ” infections  (5,082  or  10-3  per  cent. — 13-3  per  cent, 
in  1943)  were  lower  and  therefore  more  satisfactory. 

Formal  notices  to  cleanse  the  children  within  twenty-four  hours 
were  issued  in  540  instances.  Many  of  the  children  were  cleansed  by 
parents,  others  at  First  Aid  Posts,  and  many  were  absent  from  school 
or  for  other  reasons  were  not  examined  before  the  end  of  the  session. 
Several  parents  were  fined  for  failing  to  keep  the  children  clean  after 
formal  notice  and  subsequent  cleansing. 

(2)  Nurse  Inspectresses  of  the  Sanitary  Divisions  examined  48,434 
boys  and  39,990  girls,  and  made  57,554  re-examinations — total  145,978. 
The  number  of  re-examinations  was  particularly  high.  Nurse  Inspec- 
tresses’ findings  at  the  first  inspections  were  that  the  heads  of  the 
boys  were  in  a more  satisfactory  condition  (infected,  5,312  or  1T0  per 
cent.;  infested,  262  or  0-5  per  cent.;  total  5,574  or  11-5  per  cent. — 
14-0  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year).  The  heads  of  the  girls  were  less 
satisfactory  (infected,  12,962  or  32-4  per  cent.;  infested,  847  or  2-1 
per  cent.;  total  13,809  or  34-5  per  cent.— 28-7  per  cent,  in  the  previous 
year).  The  total  percentage  of  boys’  and  girls’  heads  found  to  be  in  an 
unsatisfactory  condition  at  first  inspection  was,  however,  not  greatly 
increased  (19,383  or  21-9  per  cent. — 2T2  per  cent,  in  1943). 

The  Nurse  Inspectresses  also  visited  9,267  houses  and  revisited 
240.  They  issued  formal  printed  notices  to  parents  to  cleanse  the 
children  within  24  hours,  and  reported  that  288  children  had  been 
cleansed  at  the  First  Aid  Posts  and  12,644  by  the  parents. 

(3)  Assistance  by  First  Aid  Post  Staffs. — Eighteen  of  these  Civil 
Defence  Posts  received  children  referred  to  them  by  Cleanliness  or 
Nurse  Inspectresses.  They  provided  2,792  treatments  (most  often  the 
application  of  50  per  cent.  Lethane)  and  discharged  470  children  as 
clean.  Other  children  examined  in  schools  or  in  their  homes  were 
found  to  be  clean  and  did  not  return  to  the  Posts  for  discharge. 


APPENDIX  lllc. — Inspection  of  Pupils  proposed  for  Evacuation, 
for  Holiday  Camps,  or  for  Hostels  for  Volunteer 

Harvesters,  etc. 

(1)  Evacuation. — 490  children  were  examined  prior  to  evacuation  ; 
1 16  of  them  for  a Government  camp,  and  374  for  other  centres,  including 
hostels  for  physically  and  mentally  defective  children  and  for  nursery 
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school  children  ; 334  (68-2  per  cent.)  were  fit  for  evacuation,  as  com- 
pared with  63-7  per  cent,  in  the  preceding  session.  Nits  and  vermin 
of  the  head  was  the  most  frequent  cause  of  unfitness. 

(2)  Holiday  Camps,  Hostels,  etc. — Arrangements  were  made  for  a 
preliminary  and  a final  inspection  of  (a)  pupils  attending  Junior  Clubs 
who  were  proposed  for  holiday  camps  ; (b)  pupils,  mainly  of  Senior 
Secondary  Schools,  volunteering  for  forestry  work  and  berry  picking 
in  July  ; and  (c)  pupils  (boys  mainly  and  girls  almost  entirely  from 
Junior  Secondary  Schools)  volunteering  for  grain  and  potato  harvesting 
in  September  and  October.  Changes  in  the  lists  of  children,  and 
hurried  departures  due  to  changes  in  arrangements,  etc.,  rendered  the 
inspection  incomplete..  Many  pupils  failed  to  appear  after  the  pre- 
liminary inspection,  and  others  were  examined  for  the  first  time  at 
the  (so-called)  final  inspections.  The  following  table  summarises  the 
conditions  found  : — 


(a)  Members  of  Junior  Clubs  (June-July  Inspections). 


Be 

YS. 

Gii 

*LS. 

Preliminary 

Final 

Preliminary 

Final 

Inspection. 

Inspection. 

Inspection. 

Inspection. 

No.  and  %. 

No.  and  %. 

No.  and  %. 

No.  and  %. 

Fit  

168  (92-3%) 

127  (100%) 

197  (50%) 

247  (88-2%) 

*Fit?— Nits  ... 

61 

166  J 

21  J 

♦Fit  ?— Nits 

H4-4%) 

H46-4%) 

M9'3%) 

and  other 

2 J 

17  J 

5 J 

Unfit — Other... 

6 (3-3%) 

14  (3-6%) 

7 (2-5%) 

Totals 

182 

127 

394 

280 

( b ) Volunteers 

for  Forestry 

or  Berry  Picking  (June-July 

Inspections). 

Bo 

YS. 

Gn 

*LS. 

Preliminary 

Inspection. 

Final 

Inspection. 

Preliminary 

Inspection. 

Final 

Inspection. 

No.  and  %. 

No.  and  %. 

No.  and  %. 

No.  and  %. 

Fit  

♦Fit ? — Nits  ... 
♦Fit?— Nits 
and  other 
Unfit — Other... 

194  (98%) 

4 (2%) 

Ill  (100%) 

468  (84-3%) 

36  J 

H9-o%) 
14  J 

37  (6-7%) 

451  (98%) 

6 (1-3%) 

3 (0-7%) 

Totals  ... 

198 

111 

555 

460 
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(c)  Volunteers  for  Grain  or  Potato  Harvesting  (August-September 

Inspections). 


Bo 

YS. 

Gii 

ILS. 

Preliminary 

Final 

Preliminary 

Final 

Inspection. 

Inspection. 

Inspection. 

Inspection. 

No.  and  %. 

No.  and  %. 

No.  and  %. 

No.  and  %. 

Fit  

2,694  (87-7%) 

2,681  (95%) 

599  (50-2%) 

790  (75-2%) 

*Fit? — Nits  ... 

22n 

79 'l 

488 

212') 

♦Fit  ? — Nits 

M7-6%) 

V (2-9% ) 

> (46-4  % ) 

>(21-3%) 

and  other 

12  j 

2J 

66  J 

12  J 

Unfit — Other... 

145  (4-7%) 

59  (2-1%) 

40  (3-4%) 

36  (3-4%) 

Totals 

3,072 

2,821 

1,193 

1,050 

* Doubtful  fitness  at  first  inspection;  unfit  at  second  inspection. 


TABLE  IV. — Return  of  ALL  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age 

in  the  Area. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  this  return  at  present  (see  Report  for 
1939,  page  67). 


TABLE  V.— (a)  Dental  Propaganda  and  Inspection  and 
( b ) Treatment  at  Dental  Clinics. 

27,755  “ First  Dental  Cards,”  the  simple  offer  of  treatment,  were 
issued  to  all  pupils  in  40  schools  and  7,322  (26-4  per  cent.)  accepted 
the  offer  of  clinic  treatment. 

37,294  children  were  inspected  by  the  dentists  in  54  schools. 
8,172  (21-9  per  cent.)  did  not  require  treatment;  of  the  29,122 
(78-1  per  cent.)  who  received  cards  offering  clinic  treatment  13,805 
(47-4  per  cent.)  signed  acceptances  and  of  these  10,916  (79-1  per  cent.) 
actually  attended  the  clinics. 

Attendances  by  the  children  at  clinics  were  as  follows  : — Primary 
treatments,  20,012;  further  treatments,  28,186;  attendances  without 
treatment,  4,635  ; total  attendances,  52,833. 

8,063  permanent  teeth  and  1 ,459  temporary  teeth  were  filled  ; 
4,035  permanent  teeth  and  36,909  temporary  teeth  were  extracted  ; 
and  other  operations  to  the  number  of  16,931  were  performed.  200 
teeth  were  filled  per  100  extractions  (permanent  teeth). 
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APPENDIX  VI. — Summary  of  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment 

Statistics. 

The  statistical  table  which  usually  brings  together  the  various 
figures  of  inspection  and  treatment  which  are  given  throughout  each 
Report  is  omitted  for  this  year. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  of  all  kinds  was  286,336,  an  increase 
of  24,633  cases  (9-4  per  cent.)  over  the  corresponding  total  for  the 
preceding  year.  Cleanliness  inspections  in  schools  and  the  examination 
of  pupils  volunteering  for  work  in  the  country  during  the  school  vaca- 
tions were  mainly  responsible  for  the  increase,  which  however  was 
general. 

Primary  attendances  at  the  clinics  totalled  75,682, — 5,441  (6-7  per 
cent.)  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year  ; total  attendances  at  clinics 
numbered  389,131,  a decrease  of  104,705  attendances  (21-2  per  cent.). 
The  waning  incidence  of  scabies  was  mainly  responsible  for  these 
decreases,  although  artificial  light,  refraction  and  deformities  sections 
also  showed  reductions,  and  primary  and  total  attendances  of  children 
treated  on  account  of  ear  disease,  defective  teeth,  and  particularly 
“ other  ” diseases  showed  increase.  Administrative  changes  played  a 
part  in  the  movement  of  some  of  the  figures. 


APPENDIX  VII. — Milk  Supply  to  School  Children. 

The  total  number  of  milk  rations  supplied  during  the  year  ending 
August,  1944,  was  25,701,788.  Of  these,  25,396,046  rations  were 
supplied  during  the  normal  school  session  and  305,742  during  July  and 
August  when  the  junior  pupils  were  not  in  attendance  at  school.  The 
total  figure  is  the  highest  quoted  in  this  series  of  reports.  Returns 
from  the  schools  for  selected  days  at  intervals  since  November,  1937 
show  that  on  three  separate  days  during  session  1943-44,  83  per  cent, 
of  the  children  on  the  registers  were  taking  school  milk,  and  that  only 
on  one  previous  selected  day  had  this  percentage  been  equalled  or 
exceeded  (17th  June,  1943 — 84  percent.).  92  per  cent,  of  the  children 
taking  milk  were  paying  for  it  on  8th  June,  1944. 

1 lie  milk  was  tested  throughout  the  session  by  means  of 
bacteriological,  biological  and  chemical  analyses  and  was  generally 
found  to  be  of  good  quality,  although  peace-time  standards  were  not 
quite  maintained. 
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APPENDIX  VIII. — Cleanliness  Supervision  by  Senior  Women 
Assistants  (assisted  by  Welfare  Attendants)  at  Selected 
Schools. 

See  Report  for  1943,  page  47. 

The  percentages  of  children  in  the  17  schools  included  in  the 
scheme  found  to  be  “ Clean  and  well-cared  for  ” in  every  respect  at 
three  general  inspections  throughout  session  1943-44  were  as  follows  : — 


Fi 

Inspe 

rst 

ction. 

Sec 

Inspe 

ond 

ction. 

Th 

Inspe 

ird 

ction. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Six  original  Schools 
(January,  1941) 

81-1 

51-3 

91*1 

66-4* 

89-9* 

69-2* 

Other  eleven  schools 
(June,  1942,  and  later) 

79-6 

51-3 

87-0 

63-9 

89-1 

70-4 

All  seventeen  schools  ... 

80-0 

51-3 

88-4 

64-7 

89-4 

70-0 

The  percentages  marked  with  an  asterisk  in  the  above  Table  are 
very  slightly  below  the  corresponding  percentages  for  the  preceding 
session.  All  the  other  percentages  are  higher  than  those  for  the 
corresponding  (first,  second  or  third)  inspection  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  statistics  on  the  whole  continue  to  show  the  characteristic  effect 
of  the  scheme,  i.e.,  the  cleanliness  of  the  children  improves  during  the 
school  session,  shows  some  deterioration  during  the  school  vacation, 
and  recovers  more  than  the  ground  lost  in  the  succeeding  session. 

There  seems  to  be  clear  evidence,  therefore,  of  the  value  of  the 
scheme  in  attaining  a better  standard  of  cleanliness,  although  it  cannot 
be  said  that  it  is  achieving  completely  satisfactory  conditions  among 
the  girls. 

The  list  of  schools  now  (December,  1944)  includes  Queen  Mary 
Street,  St.  Roch’s  Elementary  and  St.  Aloysius’  (Port  Dundas)  Schools 
and  further  extensions  of  the  scheme  are  under  consideration. 
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APPENDIX  IX. — Nursery  Schools  and  War-Time  Nurseries. 

See  Report  for  1943,  page  48. 

By  the  summer  of  1944,  there  were  in  operation  26  nursery  schools 
(including  two  residential  nurseries  outwith  the  City  and  one  private 
nursery  school)  and  33  war-time  nurseries.  The  total  number  of 
“ places  ” available  at  31st  July,  1944  was  2,685 — 1,052  in  the  nursery 
schools  and  1,633  in  the  war-time  nurseries. 

By  the  end  of  October,  1944  four  more  war-time  nurseries  were 
in  operation  with  places  for  145  children  ; and  one  nursery  school, 
previously  evacuated,  was  re-opened  in  January,  1945  with  accommoda- 
tion for  50  children. 
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APPENDIX  X.— Housing  Conditions  of  Children  and  Analyses 

of  (1)  Average  Heights  and  Weights  and  (2)  Medical 

(“  Remediability  ”)  Classification  in  Relation  thereto. 

The  Report  for  1936  (page  62)  and  three  earlier  Reports  summarised 
housing  information,  which  the  Medical  Officers  had  obtained  from 
parents  at  systematic  medical  inspection  of  the  children,  and  gave 
the  average  measurements  of  the  children  arranged  according  to  the 
number  of  apartments  in  their  homes. 

Similar  housing  information  was  obtained  in  Session  1943-1944. 
On  the  basis  of  that  information,  the  Tables  in  the  succeeding  pages 
now  give  (1)  information  corresponding  to  that  published  in  four 
previous  Reports  (pages  58-61)  and  in  addition  (2)  the  average  heights 
and  weights  of  two  large  groups  of  children,  arranged  according  to 
the  number  of  inmates  (pages  62-63),  and  (3)  the  medical  '("  reme- 
diability ”)  classification  of  the  children  arranged  according  to  number 
of  apartments  in  their  houses  and  according  to  a rough  measure  of 
overcrowding  (pages  64-65). 

To  show  all  the  possible  correlations  between  housing,  average 
measurements,  and  medical  classification  would  require  much  space. 
The  Tables  given,  however,  are  believed  to  be  representative.  The 
general  trend  of  the  figures  is  stated  on  each  Table  and  exceptional 
figures  which  do  not  conform  to  these  trends  are  indicated.  There 
is  given  in  the  Tables,  where  possible,  corresponding  information  for 
previous  years,  including  that  from  a Report  by  Sir  Leslie  Mackenzie 
in  1906.  Brief  notes  and  conclusions  based  on  the  information  given 
in  the  tables  are  offered  on  pages  66  to  68. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  figures  relating  to  housing  apply  to 
the  housing  of  the  scholars  examined  only  and  not  to  the  housing  in 
the  City  as  a whole.  In  1931,  the  scholars  examined  appeared  to  be 
housed  at  an  average  of  2-5  persons  per  room,  but  a general  census 
made  about  the  same  time  showed  a housing  rate  of  1-536  persons 
per  room. 

Such  very  slight  discrepancies  as  are  to  be  observed  between  the  comparable 
numbers  of  children  shown  in  this  Appendix  and  in  an  earlier  part  of  the  Report, 
and  between  the  different  Tables  in  the  Appendix  itself,  are  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  information  for  each  child  (i.e.,  medical  classification,  numbers  of  apartments 
and  inmates,  and  two  measurements)  was  not  always  complete. 
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I-or  percentages  of  children  represented  by  above  figures  and  average  number  of  inmates  per  house,  see  Tables  A. 2 and  A. 3. 


APPENDIX  X. — Table  A.2.— Analysis  of  Housing  Information  In  Table  A. I. 

Percentages  of  Children  in  the  various  Groups  drawn  from  Houses  of  the  Number  of  Apartments 
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Exceptional  percentages  which  contradict  the  general  trend  of  decrease  from  1924  to  1944  for  one  or  two  apartments  and  increase 
in  the  other  cases.  This  applies  to  the  exceptions  occurring  under  " Details,”  for  which  comparative  figures  for  previous  years 
cannot  conveniently  be  shown. 


APPENDIX  X. — Table  A.3. — Further  Analysis  of  Housing  Information  in  Table  A.l. 
Average  Number  of  Inmates  of  all  ages  per  House. 
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* Exceptional  averages  which  contradict  the  general  trend  of  increase  in  average  measurements  with  increase  in  number  of  apartments, 
t Exceptional  averages  which  contradict  the  general  trend  of  increase  in  average  measurements  from  year  to  year. 
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* Exceptional  averages  which  contradict  the  general  decrease  in  measurements  with  increase  of  inmates, 
f Exceptional  averages  which  contradict  the  general  increase  in  measurements  with  increase  of  apartments. 

For  the  purposes  of  Table  C.2,  the  groups  to  the  left  of  the  heavy  lines  are  regarded  as  not  overcrowded,  those  within  the  lines 
as  moderately  overcrowded,  and  those  to  the  right  of  the  heavy  lines  as  much  overcrowded. 


APPENDIX  X. Table  B.3. — Average  Measurements  of  16,998  Children  In  Ordinary  Schools  from  Houses  of  Two  Apartments 

arranged  according  to  Number  of  Inmates  of  all  Ages. 

Number  of  Inmates  per  house. 
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Exceptional  averages  which  contradict  the  general  trend  of  decrease  of  measurements  with  increase  of  inmates. 


APPENDIX  X. — Table  C.l. — Numbers  and  Percentages  of  Children  in  Ordinary  Schools  (see  Table  A.l)  placed  in  various 
Medical  ( “ Remediability  ”)  Classes  arranged  according  to  Numbers  of  Apartments  in  their  Houses. 
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Exceptional  percentages  which  contradict  the  general  trend  of  decrease  in  Classes  1 1 1 to  V (and, 
conversely,  increase  in  Classes  I and  1 1)  with  the  increase  of  apartments. 
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Reference  to  the  information  in  the  preceding  Tables  will  show 
that,  having  regard  to  the  small  numbers  of  exceptions  to  the  general 
trends  indicated  thereon  and  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  exceptions 
arise  from  the  smaller  groups  dealt  with,  the  following  observations 
are  appropriate  : — 

Table  A. 2. — Transfer  of  population  from  smaller  to  larger  houses 
was  general,  but  (1)  the  percentage  of  children  living  in  single-apartment 
houses,  which  increased  during  and  for  six  years  after  the  last  war 
and  fell  thereafter,  again  increased  between  1936  and  1944,  and  (2) 
the  increase  in  the  percentage  of  children  living  in  three-apartment 
houses  which  was  general  from  1924  onward  was  not  maintained  from 
1936  to  1944.  (It  is  probable  that  in  both  cases  the  figures  continued 
to  improve  between  1936  and  1939  and  that  the  deterioration  has 
again  occurred  during  a war.) 

The  increased  percentage  of  children  drawn  from  one-apartment 
houses  means  that  probably  1,100  school  children  more  than  in  1936 
were  living  in  single  apartments. 

Incidentally,  the  percentages  of  children  living  in  one-  and  two- 
apartment  houses  continued  to  be  greater  for  mentally  and  physically 
defective  children  than  for  all  children. 

Table  A. 3 — The  reduced  average  number  of  inmates  per  house  in 
1944  which  was  general  is  so  far  satisfactory,  although  probably  absence 
of  inmates  on  war  service  contributes  to  the  result.  The  occasional 
increase  in  average  number  of  inmates  in  larger  houses  is  not  unsatis- 
factory, representing  a better  fitting  of  housing  to  family  needs.  . 

The  average  numbers  of  inmates  per  room  in  the  two-apartment 
houses  ranged  from  2-4  to  3-1  with  a total  average  of  2-6  inmates  per 
room — an  improvement,  but  not  wholly  satisfactory  and  one  which 
may  be  negatived  by  the  return  of  service  personnel. 

The  position  in  the  one-apartment  houses  in  1944  was  worse  than 
in  1912  at  an  over-all  average  of  4-7  inmates  per  room  as  compared 
with  4-3  per  room  in  1912.  Details  for  1944  (not  shown  in  the  tables) 
indicate  that  nearly  half  of  the  children  in  the  ordinary  schools  who 
came  from  Single-apartment  houses  were  living  at  five  or  more  inmates 
per  room.  The  numbers  of  children,  from  single  apartments  with  five, 
six,  seven,  eight  and  nine  or  more  inmates  were  1,060,  656,  307,  169, 
and  113  respectively.  Proportionate  figures  for  the  whole  school 
population  would  be  at  least  three  times  these  numbers. 
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Table  B.l.  The  consistency  with  which  the  average  measurements 
of  the  children  increased  over  the  period  1906  to  1944,  and  increased 
with  increase  of  apartments  in  every  year  dealt  with,  is  remarkable. 
So  too  is  the  general  tendency  for  the  increase  in  measurements  over 
those  for  1906  to  be  greater  for  children  from  the  smaller  houses, 
although  the  improvement  in  the  measurements  of  the  children  from 
the  larger  houses  is  probably  masked  by  the  rehousing  of  families  from 
the  smaller  houses  i.e.,  in  1944,  45  per  cent,  of  the  children  came 
from  houses  of  three  or  more  apartments  as  compared  with  22-8  per 
cent,  in  1912.  (The  change  in  the  limits  of  the  Glasgow  area  affects 
the  comparisons  but  as  families  now  housed  in  the  extensions  of  the 
area  would  frequently  be  drawn  from  the  “ old  ” Glasgow  area,  the 
comparison  is  justifiable.) 

Table  B.2. — The  consistency  of  movement  of  the  average 
measurements  of  the  five-year-old  boys  (1)  downward  as  the  numbers 
of  inmates  increased  and  (2)  upward  as  the  numbers  of  apartments 
increased  is  fairly  complete  ; the  exceptions  occur  mainly  where  the 
sub-divisions  of  the  group  produce  small  numbers  and  where  increase 
of  from  two  to  three  inmates  is  apparently  of  advantage  to  the  child. 
(War-work  or  low  income  of  the  solitary  adult  inmate  in  the  two-inmate 
house  ?) 

Table  B.3. — Correlation  between  (1)  average  measurements  of  the 
children  (from  two-apartment  houses)  in  the  six  main  age-sex  groups 
and  (2)  the  number  of  inmates  per  house  is  almost  complete — the 
average  measurements  fall  as  the  number  of  inmates  rises,  except 
where  (in  the  nine-year  group)  the  beneficial  effect  of  increase  in 
inmates  from  two  to  three  persons  again  appears. 

Table  C.  1. — Correlation  between  (1)  number  of  apartments  in  the 
home  and  (2)  the  child’s  medical  classification  is  consistent  and 
significant,  i.e.,  increased  percentages  of  freedom  from  defect  or  of 
presence  of  minor  defects  only  (and,  conversely,  decreased  percentages 
of  “ temporary  ” and  less  remediable  defects)  accompany  increase  in 
the  number  of  apartments  in  the  house  from  which  the  child  is  drawn. 

Table  C.2. — Correlation  of  medical  classification  with  “ over- 
crowding ” is  complete  in  this  Table,  i.e.,  increased  frequency  of  the 
“ temporary  ” and  less  curable  degrees  of  defect  discovered  in  the 
child  accompanies  increase  of  overcrowding  in  the  home  from  which 
the  child  is  drawn. 
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Conclusion. 

In  general,  the  figures  establish  (Table  A. 2)  that  the  housing  of 
the  school  children,  except  in  the  increased  percentages  of  children 
coming  from  single-apartment  dwellings,  has  improved  since  last 
recorded  in  1936  and  over  a longer  period  in  most  instances  ; (Table  A. 3) 
that  overcrowding  to  the  extent  of  more  than  2-5  persons  per 
apartment  (perhaps  assisted  by  absences  on  war  service)  is  gone  except 
in  the  two-apartment  houses  where  the  over-all  average  number  of 
inmates  per  apartment  is  just  above  that  figure  and  in  the  single- 
apartment houses  where  the  over-all  average  number  of  inmates  (4-7) 
represents  a greater  degree  of  overcrowding  than  in  1912  (4-3)  ; 
(Table  B.l)  that  the  average  heights  and  weights  of  children  from  all 
types  of  houses  have  increased  steadily  since  1906  and  to  a greater 
degree  in  the  smaller  houses  ; (Tables  B.l  and  2)  that  the  average 
height  and  weight  is,  with  remarkable  consistency,  closely  correlated 
with  number  of  apartments  and  (Tables  B.2  and  3)  with  number  of 
inmates  ; and  (Tables  C.l  and  2)  that  freedom  from  the  less  remediable 
physical  defects  is  also  closely  correlated  with  number  of  apartments 
and  degrees  of  overcrowding. 


